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Huayan Buddhism and Nonviolence
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Abstract

Non-violence, or non-harming, is the first precept and a core teaching of Buddhism.
Despite the seeming popularity of the idea, the concept and ways of practicing non-
violence have not been clearly developed. Buddhist scriptures and scholarship have not
provided clear and efficient responses regarding how to practice nonviolence in the face
of rampant real-world violence, which results in the misunderstanding that non-violence
is just an empty proposal available only to those who live in peace or those who do not
have power or courage to respond to the situation at hand. I believe that the teaching of
non-violence has a lot to offer today as a way to move forward in a polarized and
increasingly violent society. But without a serious rethinking of the meaning of non-
violence and ways to practice it, the teaching will lose its power and be considered only
a dream of idealistic and idle people. This paper explores an Huayan approach to non-
violence and its viability in contemporary society, drawing materials from the Hwaom
teachings of Uisang, the founder of Korean Huayan Buddhism, and the Huayan jing and
other Huayan thinkers on the idea of the self and others, mutual identity, and the

bodhisattva path and considers the meaning of Buddhist practice in our time.

Keywords: Non-violence, violence, individualism, bodhisattva path, mutual identity,

the Indra’s net



48 2023 HE Ry H o B ER AT Eram S5

Do not kill living beings is the first precept of Buddhism. Its ramifications in our
time have yet to be fully articulated. One of the most common reactions to nonviolence
takes it as a nice and sometimes naive approach to the issues at hand. This reaction argues
that the world is full of violence and that responding to the rampant violence with

nonviolence is not only impractical, but also self-defeating.

Several thinking gaps can be found in such a train of thought. When people say that
nonviolence is a nice idea but isn’t practical, their criticism rarely offers an alternative to
nonviolence. Is there a better way to deal with a difficult situation? People are typically
hesitant in answering this demand. Another response is to resort to violence as an
alternative. People propose that violence would do the job, whereas nonviolence would
be a weak position that would only allow the problem to escalate. But why and how
violence would be more effective than nonviolence is not often articulated. If violence
makes it possible to “win” in whatever situation is at hand, how long would that strategy
be sustainable? What would happen after violence is used? Can violence simply be
replaced with more sustainable methods at a certain point? What would that transition
look like? These questions are not asked when people support violence as a way to handle
a situation. People’s assumptions that violence would be more effective than nonviolence

in dealing with an immediate situation is also questionable.

Political scientists Erica Chenoweth and Maria J. Stephan researched the success of
violent and nonviolent resistance in the 25 largest resistance campaigns from 1900 to
2006. They found that “nonviolent resistance campaigns were nearly twice as likely to
achieve full or partial success as their violent counterparts.”! One of the reasons for the
success of the nonviolent campaigns is that more diverse groups participate in nonviolent
movements, making it difficult to isolate the participants from the nonparticipants. The
presence of diverse groups also indicates sustainability, since different groups participate
in the movement in different forms and at different paces. Different types of participation
in nonviolent movements can include altering one’s livelihood, diet, or shopping style,
boycotting, performing peaceful protests in the streets, and training armed police officers

and prison inmates to practice nonviolence.

Despite the success rate of nonviolent movements, people mostly think of
nonviolence as impractical. For many, nonviolence might simply mean passivity, like

sitting down and letting oneself be killed in a war. And in certain movements, such as the

! Erica Chenoweth and Maria J. Stephan, Why Civil Resistance Works: The Strategic Logic of Nonviolent
Conflict (New York: Columbia University Press, 2013), 7.
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1960s American Civil Rights Movement, a certain degree of exposure to violence without

countering it violently might have been necessary.

In comparison to nonviolent movements, violent ones require certain training, and
only certain groups of people can execute them. I assume that not all of those who support

the efficiency of violent movements would participate in person in the violent campaigns.

When we envision making changes through nonviolence, we must understand that
the practice cannot be local. It indeed requires a whole village. The fundamental Buddhist
worldview holds that nothing in the world exists as a separate entity; rather, everything
exists through mutual indebtedness. Nonviolent movements can model the idea of mutual
interaction, since one person’s nonviolent action can have escalating effects on others in

the long run.

Another potential misperception in evaluating nonviolence is to limit the meaning
of violence to obvious physical violence, such as war, murder, rape, beatings, and so on.
Such physical harm is obvious violence. However, the range of violence in our society is
far wider than that. The twentieth century French philosopher Jacques Derrida
emphasized different layers of violence. The first layer of violence is performed with
language, including stereotyping, categorization, and spreading misinformation and fake
news, with which we are familiar nowadays. The second level of violence includes unfair
social norms, rules, laws, and even moral codes when they are constructed by those who
have power in a society and imposed on marginal groups. Social norms exist with an
expectation of sustaining a society’s shared values; laws are created to protect people
from harm and violent actions. However, who are the people protected by the laws and
social norms? The violence that American society has been exposed to through systemic
racism, police brutality, and the politicization of the Supreme Court all reflects the
violence of the legal system. The German thinker Walter Benjamin called this second
layer of violence law-making and law-preserving violence in his famed essay “Toward

Critique of Violence” (1921). We will come back to Benjamin’s discussion shortly.

In the third layer, we have the physical actions we usually take as violence, such as

sexual violence, gun violence, police brutality, war, and colonialism.

If we consider violence in this manner, our understanding of nonviolence also takes
on a different meaning. This understanding of the nature and shape of violence would

provide us with various forms of nonviolence that we can practice in our daily lives.
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Another aspect of violence that we need to consider is its relationship to others.
Violence is mostly done to others, and it happens when the other is less valued than the
one who imposes violence. When a killing occurs, for example, the assumption must be
that the object of the killing is less valuable than those who are not the target of violence
and the subject who is imposing the violence. The self can use violence on itself in the
case of suicide, but the logic still holds that the object of the violence — the self itself — is

counted as less valuable than those who are not exposed to violence.

In sum, violence is based on a hierarchical understanding of life. The assumption
that runs throughout the use of violence is that there are lives that are disposable through
violence and lives that need to be preserved. An inequality in the value of different
existences is a foundational assumption of the use of violence. But what is such an
evaluation of life based on? Can we quantify the value of life? In the movie Worth, a DC
attorney named Ken Feinberg receives a charge of compensation to the victims of the
September 11" terrorist attack in the United States. In order to provide the compensation,
he (or the government) needs to know the value of each victim, and Feinberg attempts to
quantify this. If a victim was a CEO of a company, for example, the person would receive
a higher compensation, than, say, a blue-collar worker. Eventually, the attorney realizes
that quantifying a person’s life is not possible; each individual and each life has its own

story, meaning, and value.

Violence occurs with an attempt to dominate. The power asymmetry between those
who harm and those who are being harmed is an essential element in the occurrence of

violence.

The idea and practice of nonviolence should be based on the opposite of a
hierarchical and power-driven understanding of life. Refraining from harming attests to
the value that the subject assigns to others. Non-harming is an act of preservation. When
one makes efforts to preserve the other, what is it that the subject tries to preserve? One
might challenge this proposal with a claim that people might try to preserve someone or
a certain group so that the self can benefit from the power or financial capacity of the
person or group that is being preserved. Such logic does not hold because, if that is the
case, the action cannot be counted as nonviolent practice, since the power or financial
hierarchy would inevitably lead to violence to others. In fact, financial hierarchy are
asymmetrical power structure themselves are violence. If a life is preserved in anticipation

of personal benefit or benefit to a specific group, the action perpetuates violence.
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Benjamin, who I refenced earlier, calls nonviolence a “divine violence” that
confirms the “sanctity of existence” against the dominance of laws that are based on
creating and maintaining boundaries. Benjamin keeps the word “violence” in his concept
of divine violence in the sense that the status quo that elicits violence needs to be shaken
and disturbed in order for the sanctity of existence to be confirmed, even when this is
done nonviolently. I don’t fully support keeping the expression and concept of “violence”
in “divine violence,” but the implication is well taken.

Judith Butler, the American feminist scholar, further affirms the life-confirming
nature of nonviolence. Butler states in her book The Force of Nonviolence that
“nonviolence is not an absolute principle, but the name of an ongoing struggle.”? This is
an important aspect in our understanding of nonviolence, both as a concept and for
practice. In discussing reasons for the success rate of nonviolent movements, we
mentioned that nonviolent movements require diverse groups of people and various forms
of participation. Nonviolence can also be considered as a mindset, since a nonviolent
movement should entail constant and consistent efforts to declare the meaning and value
of our existence.

The Buddhist teaching of non-harming, then, is directly related to radical equality,
another foundational teaching of Buddhism. Compassion, as we know, is more than a
sentimental association with others who are facing a conundrum. Paired with wisdom, the
capacity to see through the reality of existence, Buddhist compassion is founded on the
idea that all existences are equally valuable regardless of one’s status in the phenomenal
world in which each being’s value is pronouncedly hierarchical. The unequal reality of
the phenomenal world endorses the importance of the Buddhist teaching of Buddha nature
and the identities of the Buddha (enlightened being) and sentient (unenlightened) being.

The eighth-century Chinese lay Huayan Buddhist thinker Li Tongxuan (635-730)
explains this point as follows:

Between the mind of the Tathagata [the Buddha] and that of all the sentient beings,
there is originally no difference. . . . They are both one mind and one wisdom. All
the Buddhas, with the wisdom in the mind of sentient beings, attain the correct
enlightenment. All sentient beings are confused about the wisdom of all the
Buddhas and make themselves sentient beings.>

2 Judith Butler, The Force of Nonviolence: An Ethico-Political Bind (New York: Verso, 2020), 23.

3 Li Tongxuan, Xin Huayanjing lun (Exposition of the New Huayan Sitra 372 g 4#5), T. 36.1739.853c.
PIAnA B — VR AR AN S o @ — R o e —UIEEH LU R AR OB IES -
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On the one hand, the radical equality that this passage endorses, which is also the
foundation of East Asian Huayan and Chan Buddhism, sounds absurd. How can the best
possible version of human beings be the same as the average or even not-too-enviable
version of ourselves? On the other hand, the foundational thesis of the Buddhist
worldview of dependent co-arising, which holds that things exist through causes and
conditions and not through the permanent independent essence of a being, underscores
the equality of all beings. Equality in this sense is an endorsement of the value of life or
existence, as we discussed before, and non-harming should be understood in this context:
that is, the preservation of life for its own value, rather than as a mere precept of not-
killing.

Uisang (351, 625-702), who is credited as the founder of Korean Hwadm (Chinese,
Huayan) Buddhism, created a diagram with 210 Chinese characters a work titled Diagram
of the Dharma Realm of the One Vehicle of the Hwaom (Hwaom ilsiing popkye to #EJgg
—3E L5, also known as the Ocean Seal Chart (Haeindo ;&E[1[E]), through which he
explains the core Huayan Buddhist teachings. A disciple of Zhiyan (3 iz, 602-668), the
alleged second patriarch of Huayan Buddhism, Uisang succinctly demonstrates in the
Ocean Seal Chart the teachings and practices of Huayan Buddhism and their benefits to
sentient beings. Uisang also offers his own annotations to the chart, which can be divided
into two sections involving comprehensive analysis of the chart and more detailed

explanation of its meanings.
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The Ocean Seal Chart begins with the character fa (J£), representing the dharma,
and as one follows the meandering squares, one eventually ends up at fo ({#), representing
the Buddha, which is located right below fa (the dharma). The beginning and ending
points are side by side, making the chart an inclusive one world, which can be understood
as a symbolic statement of the concept of one dharma world. There is no outside in the
dharma world, since everything is interconnected through causality, as depicted in Indra’s
Net. The idea that there is no outside means there is no inside either. The polarization of
the inside and outside, which forms the basic structure of hierarchical power relationships,

is eliminated in this manner.

At the core of Uisang’s teachings about this chart, which also form a core part of
Huayan teachings, is the following statement: “In the one is many, and in the many is one;
one is many and many are one; a particle of dust contains the entire world.”* Like Li
Tongxuan’s declaration of the identity of the Buddha and sentient beings, Uisang’s
passages in which two polar concepts of one and many are conceived and declared as the
same may seem counterintuitive. However, the idea of radical equality and inclusion is a
demand of the practitioners of Buddhism, precisely because the phenomenal world defies
such vision and functions through the logic of hierarchy and inequity. The description of
the ultimate reality of the world, which holds that “a particle of dust contains the entire
universe,” obviously is not the phenomenal reality in which sentient beings lead their
lives, and in which each being struggles to gain an upper hand over others, which
inevitably leads to committing violence. The Buddha said the elimination of suffering as
the goal of his teaching because the world in which sentient beings live is full of violence,
and the violence is structural and, in a way, imbedded in the way the world functions,

which inevitably causes suffering.

Earlier, we discussed the three layers of violence—linguistic violence, violence
within social norms and laws, and physical violence—which in fact form the totality of
the infrastructure of human existence. The question is not whether we can completely
eliminate violence in human society, but how we can constantly raise awareness of the

multifaceted existence of violence and destabilize it.

The Buddhist concept of the self as no-self, and the Huayan idea of the identity of

one and many, provide a way of teaching people how to avoid violence as much as

4 Uisang, “Seal-Diagram Symbolizing the Dharma Realm of the One Vehicle of the Avatamsaka” in
Han’guk Pulgyo chonso (HPC), vol. 2, 1a-8b, 11 (cf. the recension in the Taishé Buddhist canon:
T45.1887.711al1-716a16).
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possible, thereby reducing actions that cause suffering. As discussed earlier, the logic of
violence is the logic of individualism. The logic of violence also draws from a logic of
hierarchical understanding of the values of lives. The radical equality presented in Huayan
Buddhism serves as a warning that when one imposes harm on the assumed others, the

harm is also done to the self.

In Buddhist ethics, recommendable and non-recommendable actions are defined as
kusala (wholesome) and akusala (unwholesome). The former refers to actions that are
conducive to eliminating suffering for others and oneself, and the latter, to those that can
cause suffering for others and oneself. If one’s actions result in harming others, the others
on whom the harm was enacted are the victims of those actions, but the perpetrators
cannot remain completely free from such results in the sense that the negative and violent
actions leave negative emotions and impressions on them that will affect their later

actions. Thus, the perpetrators themselves are also victims of the harm done to others.

This reality, however, is not always immediately apparent in our daily activities.
Perpetrators might think they can escape the consequences of their negative behavior.
And others might think there is no justice in the world when a perpetrator seems to avoid
facing repercussions for their harmful actions. One of the teachings of Buddhism, which
usually is not well recognized, is to have patience. Even when one boils a pot of water to
make a cup of tea, one needs to wait until the boiling process runs its course—hence, the
English expression, “A watched pot never boils.” When one is rushing to get a certain
result without letting things run their course, one will find it very difficult to get what they
want. In the U.S., there is now a meditation or mindfulness training practice of watching
water boil, which stands in opposition to the idea that “A watched pot never boils.”
Through this practice, one witnesses the whole process of how things evolve, watching
water come to a boil as time passes by, and by focusing on the water and noticing the
changes in it, one undergoes moments of reflection about oneself. Even with a pot of hot
water, one needs this much patience, reinforcing the idea that things evolve at their own
pace and nobody can witness the entire scope of how the process will unfold. From our
individual vantage point, we see only a superficial picture of the situation at hand. Hence,
patience and consistent effort form an inevitable part of Buddhist practice. Practicing
nonviolence requires the same patience and persistence. Earlier, I cited Butler’s warning
that nonviolence is not just a principle but should be an ongoing struggle, as this point

affirms.
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Buddhism also has its own irony in this requirement of patience in practice. Huayan
Buddhism holds, as expressed by Uisang in his Ocean Seal Chart, “The moment one
arouses the mind [of practice] is the moment one attains complete awakening” (fJ)5&.[»
IRF(EH IE ). Attaining the final enlightenment will require a long period of practice. But
without first resolving to practice the Buddha’s teachings, one cannot get there; also, the
moment one determines to practice Buddhism, one must have already awakened. The idea
inherent in this statement is sometimes misunderstood to be saying that within this first
moment, everything is done, since the person has already attained the perfect awakening,
and therefore no further practice is required. Such an interpretation is the result of a
mindset that views the world and life as an accumulation of fragmented and self-sufficient
individual entities. Instead, this statement is actually saying that at the moment of this
decision, the person who arouses their mind for Buddhist practice and bodhicitta (the
mind of the bodhisattva) must have undergone some awakening, since if not, that person
would not raise their mind to do this. However, as important as the first arousal of the

bodhisattva’s mind is the practice of doing this constantly and consistently.

Huayan Buddhism knows this well and presents fifty-two different stages of
perfecting one’s practice. Hence, on the one hand, Huayan Buddhism claims that the
moment one arouses the bodhisattva mind for the first time is the moment of one’s
awakening; on the other, this bodhisattva mind needs to be refined, and maintained

persistently, by going through different stages of practice.

In the Huayan jing, Sudhona’s journey of meeting fifty-three dharma friends and
teachers serves as a powerful demonstration of the ongoing journey required to move
along the bodhisattva path—the journey of perfecting oneself and helping others. Uisang
explains in the later section of the Ocean Seal Chart how the practice of Huayan teaching

will benefit sentient beings, who will each receive benefits according to their capacity.

Uisang ends the chart by defining the Buddha as “that which is originally without
motion.” This obviously does not mean that the Buddha is motionless. What remains
unchanging is the wisdom of the Buddha. Li Tongxuan has also emphasized the concept
of the Buddha of the Unmoving Wisdom (“~E) ' {i), which Chinul has discussed in his
work on Hwaom Buddhism as well. The Buddha’s wisdom, which is the wisdom of the
sentient being, does not change depending on external situations or the status of a being.
Furthermore, this unchanging wisdom does not essentialize any element, since the

wisdom itself is empty.
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Western scholarship on Buddhism has criticized Buddhist meditation as a personal
and private activity, since cultivation inevitably occurs at the individual level; hence,
some of my students claim that Buddhism is an individualistic religion. In the Buddhist
worldview, which sees beings in the context of mutual connectedness, an individual’s
meditation practice, or practice of compassion, cannot occur only within the secluded
realm of an individual. In a symbolic way, the Lotus Siitra, one of the seminal texts in
Mahayana Buddhism, describes a scene in which the ray from the Buddha’s forehead
spreads throughout the world. This seemingly mystical image does not have to be read in
that manner; instead, it is an indication of how one person’s awakening inevitably has an

influence on others.

Compassion and the practice of nonviolence should also be conceived to that effect.
A compassionate action via taking another’s suffering as one’s own cannot be an isolated
event. Instead, it necessarily has social and political meaning, however roundabout the

impact of this meaning might be.

One example that shows a direct relationship between meditation and its social
dimensions is various engaged Buddhist movements in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. In American Buddhism, the recent development in African American
Buddhism reveals an important aspect regarding meditation and its social dimensions. In
response to the transgenerational trauma and anger caused by centuries of racism in
American society, African American Buddhists practice meditation. This allows them to
control their anger, heal their trauma, and challenge social discrimination in a nonviolent
way. African American practitioners describe their practice in a succinct way in their

slogan: “Sitting together so we can stand together.””

As Sallie King, a scholar of engaged Buddhism, notes, American society rarely
offers time to think deeply about nonviolence, while it teaches students and the general
public in detail about various wars throughout history. The use of nonviolence in the
American Civil Rights Movement does not get as much attention as it deserves. In
American higher education, except in courses in international relations and non-Western
religions, nonviolence rarely enters students’ curriculums. King observes, “The general
public’s lack of knowledge about the power of nonviolence, its admirable success rate,

and the wide variety of its tools and methods itself contributes to a situation that increases

5 Pamela Ayo Yetunde and Cheryl A. Giles, Black & Buddhist: What Buddhism Can Teach Us about Race,
Resilience, Transformation & Freedom (Shambhala Publications, 2020), 105.
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the likelihood of violence.”® Education of the general public and oneself about the nature
of compassion and nonviolence and their social dimensions could be one of the first steps

to creating a more socially just society in a nonviolent way.

More and more scientists, especially those in clinical science and neuroscience are
interested in mindfulness which they apply to the treatment of their patients. Allow me to
end this article with an anecdote. Recently I participated in a conference where scholars
of humanities, social sciences, clinical and neuro-scientists share their ideas and
application of mindfulness and meditation. In my own panel was a neuroscientist who is
an expert of autism. I shared with him my power point slides for the presentation in
advance and later after my presentation he showed me that he had underlined a passage
in one of my slides, which reads: “Paired with wisdom, the capacity to see through the
reality of existence, Buddhist compassion is founded on the idea that all existences are
equally valuable regardless of one’s status in the phenomenal world in which each being’s
value is pronouncedly hierarchical.” He said, he treats autistic children; aren’t they equal
like other beings? I said of course. The world might look at people of disability from
different perspectives and based on the view from the center, they might discriminate
them, committing violence against them. Buddhist teachings provide the foundational
idea of the radical equality of all beings, and the practice of the radical equality demands

nothing other than the practice of nonviolence in our daily lives.

6 Sallie B. King, “Thich Nhat Hanh, Nonviolence and Skillful Means” (paper presentation; Buddhism and
Nonviolence Conference; American University; Washington, D.C.; October 6, 2022).
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(dosa)> B1T & | (raga) 1" %t | (moha ) 4HEHIR - EFIAY T HE | dosa ( Skt. dvesa;
Tib. zhe sdang ) *—gat HFA-PU T R=Z0007 | (akusalacetasika) F > H3REEEAT
( Faf it s PR S kS R ) (A Comprehensive Manual of Abhidhamma ) B—ZE | :

Bi{?av“:fﬁ‘ffé;ifﬂ’ PR - R ARBRDFRE SEBA A F R
foke ~ Bl AL LERE ; (% T REP ¢ thikfie U ki
n*vi:L e d E S MAREHIE (P RN B A giak ) 3T FE (4
&) e ¥ (aghatavatthu) -

BEZRILCRT TS T — VI S S 2 | HYBRES » dosa W EFLEEIR R B & - 5540 o i
ZLhR (2009) #HEFHEEGAY THE | vyapada (SUE byapada » —RE5EEE By “ill-
will”) 3k} » 197 5 FAIHCR

10 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 257¢17-18 °

SRR T » TS0 andgami-maggacitta YA E T IARESE patigha-samyojana)
BIEAR Ly (dosamilacitta ) - 25 tb % > FOALL EE - (Pt EM SRS AE ) (FhEEEETHR
http://www.gaya.org.tw/blog/insight/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/111-01.pdf » 201544 H ) » EH 48 -

12 4EEs “Skt.” FoRHEE 0 “Tib.” FjEEE - NHEILL -

B ERIEERFE/EN E?ﬁﬁﬁ’ﬂ:&“ BB R - IR EFE B Ry (P2 EE 22 )
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1. vwapadasasankappa (ZE7&) = " | (micchdsaﬁkappa) Z—
Hlg & (kamasankappa ) F1ZES (vihimsasankappa ) ¥EECH IR °

2. patighanusaya (HEZE[L) > TEEIR (anusaya) 27— -

3. patigha-samyojana (HEE4S) » F N34S (orambhagiya-samyojana ) 7 — o
4. vyapanna-citta (8. ) » + =¥ (akusalakammapatha ) 2 — -

5. vyapada kayagantha (TE5%) » IU% (kayagantha) 27— 16

6. vyapada upakkilesa (35L&, HELES ) - EIBHAT7BEENS (upakkilesa) T ©

7. vyapada-nivarana (182 ) 112 (nivarana) 27— - 8

NEEZEI > vyapada T patigha WEESS S HIR - HEE A B E 5 E patigha
Fy vyapada 91 dosa WIEIZERE" - (BSZH) THIRNE BRI dosa F vyapada 14
FERIE R AR DL T o044 | patigha-nimitta JyF457° - Rif > sBa 2R HE G REAT
i Ew AR A &) o EU vwapanna EBA+$§$T L R TR
vyapanna-citta WFEFEERY ] © SR EHS - %R E R ERVE—HE >
AL HREE G S M TR RIRE ) EEA - 2 i T EAEE(E | patighanusaya

15 FRgMmE L IR A AV R - HEHEL D BRS (R ER) 28 117 4% ( Mahacattarisakasutta ) - ( Analayo, From
Craving to Liberation — Excursions into the Thought-world of the Pali Discourses (1) [New York: The
Buddhist Association of the United States. 2009], 44 . ) 28 T £2 | (4EE BT ESEA (HE48)
£ 189 4% (CBETA, TO01, no. 26, pp. 735¢29-736al ) -
1 S5 (b EREES R ) AR - T B (kdyagantha) 245 THLERNE - RS 5%
IARKEZ GTRES - R > T &y (kaya) NEFRRE "HE ., - €% THESE ) fF T HIRZHE
Pt EEEEATRENY EHARRCE | - REHRbn® » AL - (Pt EERi=s i) - | 257-
258 ©
VO EFIE A ERE B EE R (PER) 55 7 48 Vattha-sutta - i » EEEAY (P& ) 5 93 &6H1
(WSfE - M) 555 EEARYPRIE -+ —(EHE (£ CBETA, T01, no. 26, p. 575a25 B
CBETA, T02, no. 125, p. 573¢10) °
18 Analayo, From Craving to Liberation — Excursions into the Thought-world of the Pali Discourses (1),
44-48.
19 BEdN@# Buddhist Dictionary: Manual of Buddhist Terms and Doctrines » 5|{& “patigha” HYEE—(
ZJE{F © “In an ethical sense, it means: 'repugnance', grudge, resentment, anger, and is a synonym of
vyapada, 'ill-will' (s. nivarana) and dosa, 'hate' (s. mula). It is one of the proclivities (anusaya, q.v.).” 5,
Nyanatiloka, Buddhist Dictionary: Manual of Buddhist Terms and Doctrines, ed. Nyanaponika,
(Singapore: Singapore Buddhist Meditation Centre, 2012), 136.
20 il (BESZHED) 551 8RS 12 4K TR ! ﬁéﬁ%ﬁ%*iﬁﬁﬂﬁl? REAEFAREE > RERERARHVIRGE
(vyapada) e > EEARIEENE - #8E - ) (WZED) B3 EBOKS THEAAM: JTH
K AR~ el RAEMIEIR (dosa ) B8 > TARIEIRNY & ~ PR 2 j EE R T arigHE 50 |
(FEECEAEFEES HRAANE - (BSZE (—)) (2dh © BREKHhitE - 2016 42 ) H 61~ 356 < ) [
pEEY T EIiEAE | SEE EFIEE patigha-nimitta

2l Analayo, From Craving to Liberation — Excursions into the Thought-world of the Pali Discourses (1),
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SRR - EStE RS &« T HIESEREEENEAR SRR E 2
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PERESE) PEY THERESS ) patigha-sampayutta W > JIER ¢ T ERERE T SEEIIK
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(=) PEAEEBEEAERR THY "I ) R IHEE

P e Y S R B i /A TOJ IS B EE SRR » 1% 45 HH P i HL (= B B RIS - iy
E B S EE - 2 B (ERLK) WHABRER (+Hdh) (Dasabhimika
Satra) F1 ( NoEStdn ) (Gandavyiha-sitra) » H77%5% THE | HYSIEEI DR EEOVH
FEis (Geke2EEmg ) (Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes bya ba shin tu rgyas pa chen po'i mdo/
spyod yul yongs su dag pa'i le'n) FTk 2 jeiaBam a)2KEHE - 2 {8 COLEPERAER)
2 —EIEES - O RTIMES RS F 2R T 7SIRARE | (Skt. mulaklesa; Tib.
rtsa nyon ; BERE VIRAKENS ) 1 T B8R | (Skt. upaklesa; Tib. nye nyon ; 5%
2 TEEMENS ) T o ¥ ZLRHHRAFRERI 2085 (602-664) FTaE (KSRFHLEE A )
HZ BRI TR

47, EELE S | (ER) 2 41 88 (Saleyyaka-sutta ) F%5E58  MIEZ K E R T L | (byapanna-citta)
B HA R AERTE R (padutthamanasarikappo ) » 08 T RIS SE ARG E ~ T ~ JH00 -
T WRAREGFIE | BEFZE T2 V. Trenckner ed., Majjhima-Nikaya: Vol. I, reprinted  ( Bristol: The
Pali Text Society, 2013 ) , 287.

22 Analayo, From Craving to Liberation — Excursions into the Thought-world of the Pali Discourses (1),
46. fEELEE S (FE0) 565 148 &K TIEEMER ) Jh2 RBE ZElRESE " B2 H
o5 FENT o HERTEE 0 I EBERECREL | o (JESX/E © “The underlying tendency to aversion underlies
one who, on being touched by painful feeling, sorrows, becomes miserable, is aggrieved, wails beating the
breast, and becomes bewildered.” ) & Bhikkhu Analayo, The Underlying Tendencies,
https://www.buddhistinquiry.org/article/the-underlying-tendencies/ (2023/02/20 JZ%& ) -

B ERILEE > SUALREE (Pt g ) > 516 -

2 PRI Y R R BRI - FrEE (&R ) - A (BEmm) M
1Y (Rl B2 SR ) « (£ F— A DIAT » EE/EI TR YRS M B e EEE R
BER o ZHIEFHUJC1A » Elizabeth Napper $£5% » BIAREEHEE » COEPERFREL @ P Zmtl i
am) (2L kit APR A E] > 2018 ) » B 89-90 -

B AR FFSE The Tibetan & Himalayan Library #£fit2 Tibetan Translation T.H (https:/www.
thlib.org/reference/dictionaries/tibetan-dictionary/translate.php ) 1 Robert E. Buswell Jr. and Donald
S. Lopez Jr., The Princeton Dictionary of Buddhism (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2014 )
FAR 2 RO AT o o HyeeaBlnliE 2 Rahee - el et gk -

20 BRI E RS S IRAVEIAI S o (EE R - T AERVE AR B A SRR~ MERCR R PR T
= Z/VRIERY - RISRAIE R AT ST v DAE R P A T ST SRy A - M R AT SR i
WUEIERTA] » ) FLAIE I U140 - Elizabeth Napper 5558 » BIASE g » GUAEPEBE © Pailih
BEOEm) > H 93 -

2" ZHIFH R VI - Elizabeth Napper S8 » BUARBE R » COMEPSRIHE © VHR AR R ) -
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H 124-127 -

29 (RIER) e

2 CBETA, T31, no. 1605, p. 664b24-26 -

0¥ (RIERD) BHE

31 CBETA, T31, no. 1605, p. 665a3-4 -
CBETA, T31, no. 1605, p. 665a4-6 -
CBETA, T31, no. 1605, p. 665a7-9 -
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34
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36
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sdang gis khong khro ba ) F1 " Y[H& | mithyadosa » LG FE ST HERAY T HER |
krodha-upanaha 81 " HE.( | krodha- khila (Tib. khro ba i tha ba ) - FEIE2 4 » tha] B,
S TR SR T - B0 © UESENIZE R, (Sk. ksanti)
BN aksanti ( Tib. mi bzod pa ) ; X B2 %] — 25| R Z)EEHY papaka-pamsana-
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"Bk M TR 2 EBHEEARREY  TIHEA T | SFREEEOA
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HEEERIEN SR A B B R [ 48 ) T () BELL ) EFRHVERE - B IELIR]
i > SEEE AR O R R R - i S R E G oS I sE S AR 5 - [NIE
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% BEAE vigata A B vi-Vgam, FEEEL (gone away ) ~ iEHE (departed) JyZE[RET (ceased) %
HEFK o 2 H Sir Monier Monier-Williams, Sanskrit-English Dictionary ( New Delhi: Munshiram
Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 1999 ) , 956.

39 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 425¢2-3; P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyithasiitram ( Darbhanga: The Mithila Institute,
1960 ) , 378.

40 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 431al-2 -

A EAREEIE visaya-visamasya nakramati - P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyiihasiitram, 398.
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FAEZ=HEW P (Byhh) B REAERNEE | SehE - B e alEkR
HYR M~ B RSN R BB LR > PR H MR S8 ETE - BIREE

SN =/AREEES A FRERERIEI T EH ARG - IS - il T = B
E— HEEIERE AR ER T S —UIREIR AR N
HEAEaERE MWESMR U NEERFEREN WMAESREE FraEs
BT S —VIRER | - BESREA ¢ ghiEE LR = HA R A B RE Rt iE LT
5 PSSR OITT & & AR B Rkl 2 S5 -

OGRS E SRR O T - RBHERAHEZ AR SR - =
W (A ) HY THEEZE (Tib. zhe sdang gi bsam pa) » By K#& | %~ ( A JEF)
SRR P =k T R EA T (Skt. dvesacaritanam ) > 552408 %~ R
REHEBR R T1EE2% (Skt. dosaprahanaya ) *© » BEEAEE | DL AFERF SRR (R
IR BB AP TS S RRAEIE T2 [ Skt. dosacaritanam sattvanam ) » ¢ Ry
SAHEENT > SHEAFIMEE , ¢ -

2 fELL ARG — R4S ELH > 45 “Manifestations of Ill-will” » 27 7% HI| & “The Arising and
Consequences of Ill-will” B “How to Overcome Ill-will” = £ Analayo, From Craving to Liberation —
Excursions into the Thought-world of the Pali Discourses (1), 44-56.

© BRI o & EL T & ) (Skt. raga; Tib. 'dod chags ) F1 " J5¢ ; (Skt. moha; Tib. gti mug ) S -
T B 48 ) H B B ELA B - BE40 T8 | (Skt. mana; Tib. nga rgyal ) ~T 18 | ( Skt. matsarya; Tib. ser sna )
B T | (Skt. irsya; Tib. phrag dog ) 555 o {EILIEERE 0 Fid - (B Em) " SCHEAER  HIE
FOKE AR SERIRERSE SHRAEH R (CBETA, T10,n0.279, p. 7524-5) ~ (&) T Al
BEITE FIIRESTE > MIBEHTE  FIESTE - R IEERPT BRIBE R 8% (CBETA,
T10, no. 279, p. 97e3-NHI (+{7dm) " WEH BRASE > SH—UE &g 1 - 5188 &
JEG ~ BUEE ~ T SIEZAEEEZEA o | CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 103¢25-27.

4 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 97a10-11; Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes bya ba shin tu rgyas pa chen po'i mdo,
D 35.44.ka.291a.3 ~ 310a.1 -

4 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 340c26-27; P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyithasiitram, 70.

3§53 dosaprahanaya FBAG T Ky T EHEE | -

47 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 354c7; P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyiihasiitram, 117.

4 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 384c25-27; P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyihasitram, 221.
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s e B AR A 2 FIRAE TG Pyl - SRV IS RIS RSN GIART - Bt amal
AR HAt RS RAL L > WTE (FEEEL) A - CLEERR IR © (e
an ) FE TR ?FD el ) RORE-S - DL T A HE ) (PR T EEEE
R —UMEN ) 92 T ERRAREE L ) A SRR - GlanshiE SR

& RS EEs Tl‘%ﬁfwﬁj EE

ﬁt_gl*;i,rﬁ@@_i AriEEE @ 4%.~,Hg'r°€§ {gstfr%“_, SR ﬁ; ir:‘“ﬁ.{z;ﬁ'
KRt > R ETERA R F Mk T B R s
Mo~ - R AT AR B GR A
Erigeo—- 284, Fhdcd I UEFKR HFERE q»\r;cr.r,lﬂl;f*
o FAREE 0 A AR 0 A APGRT 0 AR S A ARk (AP
I AREe Jpa T AL FRA L K Iﬁu_fﬁﬁm,z,—ﬂ—fn%ﬁ
Z3E ) ; PR AT R FERAE AN R R EA D
527 | LEAph g BIFES R 6= 345 KW2A0E
P o AL EERTES Z bR P

FhEESCNEH CESENRAR T T 05 B - L2 BEIGEEE - O
HEE etk - BEHN " WS — e AR TEORET R L, — =4
T > N IS ETRREEMTT - M DABREL IR Ry F AR » DUE Ry Azaitik « HARHY T
ek EREESE SHEIEATES THYRAHET A A - ERERPAER - FkmE A %
PR AR Ffﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁ CERNSHTRE > AIREGE =M o o Ht
B -

(el ) R BRSNS P s fE P FE T RA AV B - (HERA
HIEMEEENE P RER R > ZSHFRESEIIN OES) > Al TEREME - It
—aE i SN E Y TR iR B SN e - B
PEZ 4N SFiENAEEL T = MEEGE ) R ME S K A R DL NTT
BE > BTDURE Tk AR @EEEEEEPE;{EUEW\% > HHAE E%ﬁﬁ%“ﬂﬁ%;ﬁi?@—
EEEIE L UNNIRE=S o =R O [ Sre s 1 DU E
TR -

() pratigha (Tib. khong khro)
1F P R 22 PR B AR i B %4t > THE | B SIEAEIEAYEE 10 > B

49 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 112al-14 -
% £ H CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 112a15-27 -
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i~ U & | (Skt. raga; Tib. 'dod chags ) - #E IR EE pratigha ¥l dvesa W) =B
& > % (B2 (FERLS) THE | pratigha (Tib. khong khro ) BYEEAIRR Sy » HIEHED
PG SR AL dvesa « Za0 (B Tan ) (FEEE) /F 7+ ! ﬁ%%#
ERRMER ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁéﬁﬂﬂgﬁiﬁﬁ/u% o A LABL ? {5 | % %E%EAﬁ?*Hg
FEREE L > BB B B REPTEL - ) % R ay T, fO THESL ) BRI

Al GeieEEERL) 7 RILA zhe sdang *D khOng thO ?EZ > @?&*ﬁ’ﬁ% J?SCTEI:
TRIER dvesa B pratigha » B8~

B Ton) B TREIE () Oy jl'jﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ’\] D@*E‘E\ A BRAHEES
B T EREE | - S9N (BRI ) Rl o BhinsRy SRt fE e R E e
Hrp r+@ﬁj T 15 R | NE pratigha WFHRBASCE] @ &G ERER 55
peEd i 2] FEX%E%J BI—U R AESH TRERE | I F TERIESE ) 5ot TR
EIEEF FE -

BHEEAE » (HEFE The Princeton Dictionary of Buddhism L€ pratigha B »
e 20 HE (Buddhist psychology ) FYFAETEH ¢

TER P HREMAME > v & & ( without introspection » Skt.
asamprajanya ) > JR & (aversion » Skt. pratigha ) )’J'*ug A4 od W REE
- AR E R EFIRL (B ]5]?51#%)‘?‘%#;@’{??5«&?5”;@53?%’

VoA A SR e 0 B e Y pratigha b 2 AR A# o e d > pratigha #
&insr (cognitive) frft g (affective) & B f=uk > #7 fi » MR

( the path of vision » Skt. darsanamarga) P » & & > & B iF B4 T
7 F 4% T3¢ ) (the path of cultivation, Skt. bhavanamarga) 4
1624 %

ARINAZEN dvesa 58 > (HERREL) 1Y pratigha LEPIMEE 2 T —ELIEEEEHE - (F
BT A CEEEE G ) Sdes@ sl —@E < ARV - (HEEN LSRR

ORNREEKIE (HE >> 2k THEIR ) (anusaya) » ZRFI/STEECE 2 JHE - HR S IR AR
HE "HE FREShOZREEEA — » Bl dvesa Ml pratigha - (2 ARNZEEE - FREEE - ([ RZEHHECE

*ELHH YO ZEAL  EE RS 2020 £ ) BT ERN - H 96 ° ) {HEZ¥EH The Princeton Dictionary of Buddhism
% pratigha 1T : “one of the primary mental afflictions (KLESA) and closely synonymous with “ill-

will”(DVESA).”% Robert E. Buswell Jr. and Donald S. Lopez Jr., The Princeton Dictionary of Buddhism,

666.

%2 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 257c15-18 »

53 Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes bya ba shin tu rgyas pa chen po'i mdo, D 35.44.kha.63b.1-2.

% 2 H CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 302¢26-27 f{l p. 306a18-19 - jekzE AR 2 Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes

bya ba shin tu rgyas pa chen po'i mdo, D 35.44 kha.229a.7 £l 240b.3 -

55 Robert E. Buswell Jr. and Donald S. Lopez Jr., The Princeton Dictionary of Buddhism, 666.
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ARCES BRI - HIER - T EHEEL ) ZamiliERTBEN - ER A REER
IR R B () S FE AR5t

(=) krodha (Tib. khro ba)

IEARSCEE 4 dvesa L5 > (FERAR) BN THEAETE ) K T HEEE ) &
PR TKEE | (Skt.mahamainT) B {RERTBHEEPD - EADSHREE AR © fRUAIEF —
EYER R et LHAM T EWR - HERAELN O FE > BE—EEmIE L
At o 4 % BEMBRIE AR (FERAR) HEWRAEMENETE  LHEE B
1y "8 | (Skt. ksanta, ksanti) - 140 ( AJEFUR ) SHIBEFF SRR 35
RBAEZEEE  RBRE  SENATRTEE | > - BET > PIFE—EA]
HIERZBHEZEANER - BENBENEREE T - vsegEA s - rEE % E
FAWE— 77 AL 2 fic (HERRES) BV SRl B /B AT T ZEEE |
TyEEARESE krodhavistanam sattvanam® > FREILEUR AN LT TE R © RifHE
bt > @B PSRRI A - HRAOE T 2HERC dvesa BHVEE CEHI4H - 1
krodha 7 BE A ERZ2 0 RIE < JAFT 2 SRR DAL & T HEL YRS ~ BT sR AE EA M E
Bilf% o BB (Rt ZEEeEsm ) ¥ krodha WETS » UK krodha 1F (ZEf%
&) &) FTERC YA B GRAEAS- B EIRS -

ZHEE krodha 32y T2 o (RORMHILZZESES ) B TR A SEES
ATtk s 0 BEI: BB CIAEAERARITT S krodha IR~ HT—JFHE (s pratigha (70
B A T2 KB R RS TR E R AERFSRE o ThiE O AT ERATEUEARE
BAINECHTRE (pratigha B dvesa) X Z A1 5550 » (CEERRES ) BB » (-3
tn ) FeACHIH R SEHE R EF - NMEFR K krodha - STH][EIRFERC— Lo igi T ETEE

(Skt. samrambha ) = " &2 | (Skt. vihimsa ) S FHEE > R AI— V) AR GAHHK
2 Wse LR T EIERIENE o BARR A (Skt. krodha-upanaha-samdhuksita) o ( A
AR ) RS ERELIEE RS R A I EIUEIE L > B RS T

% FRILEE > FALLEEE > (PubEEmEEEAE) - 5 73 -

57 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 384b27-28.

8 P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyithasitram, 221. $BFEEEH - avista P —{EZIE R " 7o 0 « filled (by any

sentiment or feeling) ” - £, Sir Monier Monier-Williams, Sanskrit-English Dictionary, 155.

¥ B E RS EPTE EEATIERY - ST IEmEEN T SEE - £RE - HEE - LR

LB - LR - R HRNEETA G EREED " A - SEEE - SREEE
(asamrambhabahulo vihimsabahulo 'krodhabahulo ) - 225, CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 181a27-29; P.L.

Vaidya, Dasabhimikasitram, 8 °

6 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 186a17-18; P.L. Vaidya, Dasabhiamikasitram, 17. % ( KTl B iEmtsh ) »

ZHEKE upanaha FEE TR o EFRR TIEBARAEE > NEFTREZE  (CBETA, T31, no. 1605, p.

665a4-6 ) - 3B samdhuksita 75 “kindled, inflamed” 2 % ( Sir Monier Monier-Williams, Sanskrit-

English Dictionary,1145 ) » fHETYEZRL ST TREER -
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/\@E' » SEb i R B LS [ Skt. akrodha-anupdyasatayam-akhiladusta ) %t » #8556
CHEEAEIE | % SUEVEIEPTRELL T B B | PR 2 B I EERE R
2 :%HEAR "RERIESE | 1% (Skt. krodha-pravrttim caisam pras'amayitva) ’ Jﬁgbﬁi
TEER  LENEE | O BRERAKRI TR R & HHRAEEE
( Skt. krodha-avistanam | ~ 1&g ~ 250558 » E Tfﬁﬁ—f iy ﬁDé‘é /% ﬁAJi[L
WA SH L BERVERE RIS fEREERES | ™ o BN HE H krodha 45
FA BT S EE — — 20" BIR S (upanaha ) ~" B4 ((upayasa ) F1" 55 (khila )
FHE—— - BEEE T (awsta) s EE | (pravetti) FERRERIEEES » R
OEEUDK MEEREN RIS AVARAE - iEEbRE = RIERRTUR IR dvesa B pratigha GERY} -

(P9) vyapada (Tib. gnod sems)

(FEEES) vyapada N RERWEFEE 2T » TEIEAVE SRR P& FEER
EFAEENE IHEE "HE.(» ) (Skt. vyapannacitta; Tib. gnod sems ) {4l
imﬁmﬁ "SprEE - E - FORET  BERE R %  (ERHRES) TOVEIF O K
HEe - ?B%ﬁﬁh OF1 (AR T EEMY) EEREL WRAET &
%@EE@}E s ARSI B EMEEENANE - (8 T HEEBEE L ) BIEE
vyapannacittah parapudgalesu®® T 1 » HIEIE OB HA R 4 (parapudgalesu) @‘E[ﬂ
TRV LEDEE) o AN o HERFY pratigha B krodha SEFR} - z«d{Ifﬁﬁim
tﬁtﬁﬁ’fﬁﬂﬁ’ﬁiﬂ—ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁiﬁ FCAHL A AR ~ B S5 R 5 ﬂfﬁ%ﬁ
B AEHITT RRa - E0 ( NVES i ) REEREHE T RGE — VR AR R e A E s
%EE)éﬂi "HER S HEE R WE CEBEO ' BECTEF
FRE  RHUDPPEEERTE ) TRA  SENERKE FENARSITHEZHEL

U rhSery T ) HEN B S SRR o an- > THE | MHE TN EEEE S ARG dusta > 3255 THE
= | QA& 3# T krodha ~ upayasa Bl khila = 3% - 55 —TH updayasa 7§ “irritation, mental
disturbance or perturbation” ZF » FE—FE. E ﬁIE‘FEl’J#U(%b khila =#5 “hardness or harshness of
mind” > B EZ > £ Siksasamuccaya (( RFEEZ[HEE S )) ¥ B S WEE ——dosa I
Vyépﬁda——@ &, FiEsETEF 2 H Franklin Edgerton, Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit Grammar and
Dictionary, Vol. I. ( Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2004 ) , 146 ~ 205 -

2 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 341¢c10-11; P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyithasiitram, 72.

8 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 347a29-b3; P.L. Vaidya. Gandavyiihasiitram, 92.

8 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 368b9-12. P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyiihasiitram, 168.

65 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 258a24.

6 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 305a3-4.

67 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 394b21-22.

88 P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyithasitram, 255.

0 B BRI A EA N EFREE ¢ rﬁéi IR Cvyapada ) ZRELCAFT o 8 AR Fefiy S A B 2 s 25 L1
KE o TEEIER A TE?&EZ/\J Fietb e > AR <<mfﬂttéfh$%%fﬁﬁ¢> H 195

0¥ (CKIERE) #HE 0 TEE f (B (E) ZA&ETE

I CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 399a12 15.
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B2 BRNEEETTE  EERUE EUIENM T RAT T 2B T | EFRRBFLE i
{BPEREAN - iEEEIESE - il > SH—UNEFERAEREEE  OEEN » OERK
B BT BrEATE VIS SBESE SN SRR - | BN (AR
i) ZHEEB USSR HEOR T BIEESE (vwapannacittanam sattvanam ) >
B ARZE S EH (ksubhitacittan sattvan ) > 1708 ™ Hh i T 1§ | ksubhita
FrE—FEE BEEIAIREED » BLERHLE vwapanna 5851 o EEEFT W ETAYED
BIFAEE - SRR ORI R E S BETE S K2 SfERRE -

17438 ~ ST T ST T (ZERRAE) SEULANR T AT (T
BAHIEERLAE - SIS - (R ) HF SRR T e A
ST — VY S R T R AR 2 L B S A0

Fod e o f o g veE -2 E el e Flga 2 EEE o e

SRERER o LAl T

PN B RS HLEYE . HESLRPAR FLAT -5
i

e
N
My
=
o
v
C'
i)
R
P
=
‘g\ <
=)

EENRE B2 EEEN R BHUR A REE R G M B 0 A T WE &
ABEERA] T AR A DA R4 T AR B, - S HoKETREST - R EUE Bt bRy &
DUEE By AR ESUE © BRIEZAN > (A3t ) BYEE R ISR Bt 5 T M S
(a-wyapannacitta) BIEES © T EER—VIRAELZL ~ Fliio ~ B -~ 8=
O~ OB ~ 20 KIRIEIR - 8% -~ 2V W REIEIT > (& - 7 Hoy
THER - BFE BV WE—ERNEEE AT FH 2 T R SRR SR FS Ak T
sA B EE ¢ krodha ~ upanaha ~ khila ~ mala ~ vyapada -~ paridaha ~ samdhuksita
I pratigha - ® #a5> &R T EEEIESS | PR S0 vapannacitta > {H
B PR LR T pe 5T 2 BbR SEBA HARS o &P Al i S R
B SMEREFE - sFEE AR B AEET O KA S 7R

2 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 355¢c24-25.

8 CBETA, T10, no. 279, pp. 355c26-356al.

"4 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 391a21; P.L. Vaidya, Gandavyithasitram, 243.

AL EE ksubhita 8 FENksubh (Vi E S AR EHREREFE M > KB LYR
“agitated (mentally) , disturbed , frightened , alarmed , afraid /5% “angry , enraged” 3 - £ H, Sir
Monier Monier-Williams, Sanskrit-English Dictionary, 331.

6 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 111¢22-28.

7 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 185b21-23.

8 PL. Vaidya, Dasabhiimikasiitram, 16.
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R WIS THREBBIET R SEIET ! % B
WA R 5 hery B ) BT MR EERE T A S ) HR SR L B
JERYHT > 1 HAGRRTIRE H Ak -

() HerHE

ERNEET TSR T ENLNEDER - & T ) BN S ARy » FHFRE

23, (Tib. bzod pa) HIZIHGARE < FHEISHIA (BEm) " ROt AR It
AR EEZESE [ Tib. mi bzod pa ; Skt. aksantt] SERIEREFE SR ERAA
AR BEREOAE EREEEIE BEUSEILREH ) ¥ (E
%Fmﬁ%nﬁ " Ry %T\%ﬁj@ ZHE [ Tib. mibzodpa ) Fyed, T REHS
#OBLEEEE BREEEE, Y-

(&) DL T BT EAVHB RIS » T HESCRVER T OR/fiE)
H | 2 FHEE - BENR0E Zﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁui_—:ﬂ%t%%% BH—WESHEER RS [
EFFEE B TOR) #hL ) o STERERN <%&1ﬁeﬁm> SEFIEY 18 TEFE
HE=IR "R ESEREFE  HORE, - B GEEEEER) - T o g 20
BERFTZ  EEAVES & thaba (Skt. khila) ~ khroba (Skt. krodha ) #1 gnod
sems (Skt.vyapada) = - ® LR ZIEREGEREE Wi SRR ERE TORE)
FONEE AR BB AT A S Rz T EhEl s o i 4‘51%’92“7%?%%5@
(G "L ot BV RIE  BE ARS8 1T BE wHIPR 0 T
ZEdy > WEEE  BEET  KARHILAETELL - FEEZLY DTK?ET%%&A
L FOME SANRE - % - (EEHRES) TEES TG BERER R
E [ Tib. mi 'khrug ; Skt. an-upayasa] AR ANREREE #EGESE HERE
Fifr, %o

O ENMAEAERE T OMAE SRS AT 5 TR —EEWMAKHE RS - —FE
MM Pl EE - ) /L CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 186a4-7 -

8 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 185b28-29.

81 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 76a24-27; Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes bya ba shin tu rgyas pa chen po'i mdo,
D 35.44.ka.228b.5-6.

8 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 68b20-22; Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes bya ba shin tu rgyas pa chen po'i mdo,
D 35.44.ka.208a.6.

8 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 305al14-15.

8 Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes bya ba shin tu rgyas pa chen po'i mdo, D 35.44.kha.236b.3-4.

8 SEERANME sdig pa dang smod pa dang khyad du gsod pa - 5, Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes bya ba shin
tu rgyas pa chen po'i mdo, D 35.44 kha.181a.6.

8 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 289b13-17.

¥ 8 (CRIEMR) #Hhsc - T& L 1E (BEEER) fF TE -

8 CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 317¢15-17; Sangs rgyas phal po che zhes bya ba shin tu rgyas pa chen po'i
mdo, D 35.44 kha.272b.6.
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ERFREATREREZ A ~ DA EhRL - (HTin) = TEENTT ) AL
BINZIE - SOCE MR EREE EE  WHIDERRASE SR T SEZE
AN o % ERESNEFIE AR B R R S 1 R A DL SO RRE S RN
& e T EIERESE - BEEE - auRialll ) FUES o SOOI EN.ORY
e

:.\
> (dn
e
10 _‘:l
=
p3
A
flm
W

SEBF O AAR P AITEH AP
BB AN B ARY PR AR
'ﬁ < %g_\—"-

s )

1=

p¥ A TR @S W 5 HHE e | 4
B FuE o a WEE o FpAE P F AR

B

LB T AMLOSTEF ) HUERERIRE: - R SN2 OE
el > AiEE A BEE R AT FONER 1 - RIGE USSR S
JRNE > EiE R 2 R E O > R R BRI s — R -

g~ BRSO RS

R - A (FERAS) /Y TR L SelERE =8  (—)
REAMEEE AR BIEER A () ERHES OISRy - Dk (=) &
i [T R AR TIEEER S ~ BRI Ry A LSS - =88 T | sERIVEEIRES % > 20
&2 dvesa ~pratigha ~krodha ~ vyapannacitta ~upanaha ~ khila ~ ksubhita )}z upayasa
F% o J9EM T A% (Tib. mibzod pa ; Skt. aksanti) SURAR &S Y
BT - fEse—E R S A ZoNES R AR - BERIR R AR ENIE
&5 LAZE LB AR AR E R AR N TS S AV S 55 48R
B EERN SR - BERABITESESE  TRHES L ) RERPZ—-
S WA AR THRS T TE B —E YRR - BE TSR SRR 0 - B K
ZERMER R SR IR - PR VR DR A BRLVAETRE - R
TEEETSL  BR BN MERE R E MBS EREIRN S = EER A
HUB GGt ©

€SB =FBRERIRE P H AR (FERAE) SHEBRAENESUE  BMEH
B B HEE A MR PSRRI S A SR LA AITE: (foreground )

8 £ H CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 103¢22-28 -
% CBETA, T10, no. 279, p. 104a9-16.



76 2023 HERH S B ERITHRS  sh SCE

Bifg 5t (background) - * EERTAL (H1780) Rl - KSUEER (HT8) NEHY
Boli s T IhfEeEE o AR A R T S R pE AU = R T 35(
MR AT R ERE T ) % BREINT SR SR T o PR R
AT N o RO R — (A R RIS R e s R A T B%
FESURE | FERMEE T FRQT ) B EEEIE, - % SRR BT 2R
1EIKLX“\%UT/JE£¥% s i B —E AT RE g AR LAY B FA T F
o PRREETEN B REG RO S ET PRAREE > EE(TENIE
ﬁ% (s ) S DR HLE i 2 (S A B IR SR s e ——
EEA i SRR SR T > RIER fz T 2 B RL Y A
fﬁfiT\@@E HE SN RALAGRA JEE)%JJ%T?(%EPE’J%%%@ EE (prescriptive

rule) o

UFHL :

i Rl RERY R BN AR KAt - 3Ry 2 2 R B R
WHPEERES  ZAAERTE R E S ? B2 TR SR g b A3
EHERRARENEE - DL T 2 E | (character and moral education ) fuf3]
BEZR T infE un%ﬁﬂiw[@fgﬁfﬁ,ﬁiﬁ B ZyE) > A i —(EAE AR > B
AR (BEEERERETTE ) BN ERHE

A x2 FET R R E BT FL RN 2 FREEHR )T
35 A

s By hdp “¢ﬁéﬂ&%&€ﬁ’i”xi\wi;?%i
FRRA - e BB A FRL P ARREER R R ET
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Abstract

The teaching of dependent arising (4%iL) is that when one conditioned thing (17)
arises in dependence upon another, the one does not exist without the other. The meaning
of this teaching is a matter of scholarly debate. Some scholars interpret the teaching as
meaning that each conditioned thing arises in dependence upon some but not all other
conditioned things. Other scholars interpret the teaching as meaning that each conditioned
thing arises in dependence upon all other conditioned things.

o=t

This paper has three goals. The first goal is to explain how Huayan Buddhism (£ g5
820 supports the interpretation that each conditioned thing arises in dependence upon
all other conditioned things. This explanation has two parts. The first part explains the
meaning of mutual identity (F55[]) in Huayan writings by the Chinese monk Fazang (V£
i, 643-712). The second part of the explanation derives an interpretation of dependent
arising from Fazang's doctrine of mutual identity.

The second goal of this paper is to explain an objection to Fazang’s interpretation of
dependent arising. The objection derives from Milamadhyamakakarika (F1%) by the
Indian monk Nagarjuna (FEfgf, circa 150-250). Nagarjuna’s objection is nothing with self-
nature ([5F) arises in dependence upon another. A slight modification of Nagarjuna’s
objection demonstrates that interdependence is inconsistent with mutual identity.

The third goal of this paper is to refute the objection to Fazang’s doctrine of mutual
identity. The refutation has four parts. The first part distinguishes two meanings for one
thing being prior to another. The second part explains why only one of these meanings
applies to dependent arising. The third part uses this meaning to identify the error in the
objection to Fazang's doctrine of mutual identity. The fourth part provides textual
confirmation from Fazang’s writings.

The paper concludes by discussing what the refutation of the objection shows about
Indra's Net ([RIfE2E4) as a metaphor for dependent arising. The discussion has four parts.
The first part gives a reason for discussing the metaphor of Indra's Net. The second part
examines a popular interpretation of the metaphor of Indra's Net. The third part examines
Fazang's interpretation of the metaphor of Indra's Net. The fourth part argues that Fazang's
interpretation is superior to the popular interpretation.

Keywords: dependent arising (&%), Fazang (j£j&), Indra's Net ((RFZZE4E), mutual
identity (}5E[]), Nagarjuna (FEf5Y)
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1. Interpreting Dependent Arising

Early Pali discourses define dependent arising (P. paticca-samuppada; Skt. pratitya-
samutpada; Ch. yuan qi %4i#E) with a standard formula.

When this exists, that comes to be; with the arising of this, that arises. When this
does not exist, that does not come to be; with the cessation of this, that ceases.
(MN 79, SN 12.21, SN 12.37; translated in Nanamoli and Bodhi 1995, 655; Bodhi
2000, 552; Bodhi 2000, 575)

Early Chinese translations of these discourses have a similar formula.

Depending upon this, there is that; with this arising, that arises...with this ceasing,
that ceases; this not being, that is not. (T 2.125.776a24-27, author’s translation)

FIAG A AR e Rl P

o

-

This not being, that is not; through the cessation of this, that ceases.... (T
2.99.92¢22-23; translated in Lamotte 1993, 6)

L /”4'/ ﬁ /” L: »4)/ 2. : »...
U R o R R o

When one arises in dependence upon another, the one does not exist without the other.
For example, a house arises in dependence upon timber, mud, and reeds, because there is

no house without timber, mud, and reeds enclosing an empty space.

Depending upon timber, mud, and reeds covering and wrapping empty space, there
arises that which is named ‘house.’ (T 1.26.466¢c29-467al, author’s translation)

FlH A 0 FR Y o FRE 0 B RAZT o 4 B L o (For an alternative
translation, see Bingenheimer, Analayo, and Bucknell 2013, 232. See also MN 28,
translated in Nanamoli and Bodhi 1995, 283.)

There is no house without timber, mud, and reeds, because empty space becomes a house
only when the timber, mud, and reeds provide a locus or context for the house arising (see
Macy 1991, 52-53).
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Buddhism teaches that dependent arising applies to all conditioned things (P.
sankhara, Skt. samskara; Ch. xing 1T7). Early Pali discourses apply this teaching to houses
and other material things (see Analayo 2021, 1096). But the paradigmatic application is
the twelve links of dependent arising (Skt. dvadasa-astanga pratitya-samutpada; Ch. shi
ér yin yuan -+ _[K4%). Figure 1 gives names for each of the twelve links (see also SN
12.1, translated in Bodhi 2000, 533-534; Williams 1974).

English Sanskrit Chinese

delusion avidya fEHA
conception samskara 1T
consciousness vijiiana 4

materiality and mentality nama-riapa 2

six sense-spheres sadayatana TN
contact sparsa i
feeling vedana 4
craving trsna =
clinging upadana HY
becoming bhava H
birth jati &

old age and death Jjaramarana AL

Figure 1: Twelve Links of Dependent Arising

Buddhism teaches that, depending upon the twelve links, there arises a "whole mass of
suffering" (P. dukkhakkhandhassa; Skt. duhkha-skandha; Ch. kit yun T45). Just as a
house ceases with the cessation of timber, mud, or reeds, Buddhism also teaches that the
mass of suffering ceases with the cessation of any one of the twelve links. Because the
mass of suffering arises in dependence upon each one of the twelve links, each link is

suffering (P. dukkha; Skt. duhkha; Ch. kii 7). Because suffering ceases with the cessation

of any one of the twelve links, each link arises in dependence upon the remaining eleven.

The scope of the teaching of dependent arising is a matter of scholarly debate. Some
scholars restrict the scope of the teaching to the twelve links of dependent arising. For
example, according to the Buddhist studies scholar Eviatar Shulman, the teaching
“addresses the workings of the mind alone [and] should be understood to be no more than
an inquiry into the nature of the self (or better, the lack of a self)” (Shulman 2008, 299).
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One of the main challenges for this interpretation is how to accommodate examples, from

early Pali discourses, about houses and other material things.

Other scholars maintain that the teaching applies beyond the workings of the mind.
For example, the Tibetan monk Geshe Lhundub Sopa (1923-2014) distinguishes between
general and specific teachings, such that the specific teaching applies only to the twelve
links in the working of the mind while the general teaching applies also to things beyond
the workings of the mind (Sopa 1984, 140). Evidence for interpreting the teaching as
having a general scope typically derives from citing examples from texts. For example,
in Chapter 17 of Path of Purification (P. Visuddhimagga), the Indian Theravadin monk
Buddhaghosa (5th century) provides an example of milk and curds.

[17.167] And with a stream of continuity there is neither identity nor otherness.
For if there were absolute identity in a stream of continuity, there would be no
forming of curd from milk. And yet if there were absolute otherness, the curd
would not be derived from the milk. And so too with all causally arisen things.
(Nanamoli 2010, 574)

A similar example appears in Commentary on the Great Perfection of Wisdom (Skt.
Mahaprajiiaparamitopadesa, or Mahaprajiiaparamita-sastra; Ch. Da zhidu lin K%5E
&), attributed by tradition to Nagarjuna (Ch. Long shu FEfgf, circa 150-250).

A truly existent dharma cannot be the result of causes and conditions. Why? If the
cause (karana) pre-exists in the cause, there is no effect (karya); if the cause does
not pre-exist in the cause, there is no result either. Thus, if cream (dadhi) pre-exists
in milk (ksira), the milk is not the cause of the cream, for the cream pre-exists. If
the cream does not pre-exist in the milk, everything would happen as in water
(udaka) where there is no cream: the milk is not the cause of the cream. If the
cream existed without cause, why would water not produce cream? If the milk is
the cause of the cream, the milk, which itself is not independent, also comes from
a cause; it derives its origin from the cow (go); the cow takes its origin from water
(udaka) and grass (trna), and thus there are infinite (ananta) causes. This is why it
cannot be said that the result (karya) exists (bhavati) in the cause (karana), or that
it does not exist (na bhavati) in the cause, or that it both exists and does not exist
(bhavati ca na bhavati ca), or that it neither exists nor does not exist (naiva bhavati

na na bhavati) in the cause. Dharmas resulting from causes and conditions
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(pratityasamutpanna) do not have self- nature (svabhava). They are like a
reflection in a mirror. (T25.1509.104c23-105a4; translated in Chédrén 2001, 310)

-25/;'?4)3’ "771’@“\"_]7\401{911‘,{‘71;"']%:’;{4}3,l’ﬂ&%‘\g T
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This example also appears, with less detail, in Chapter 13 of Nagarjuna’s Fundamentals
of the Middle Way (Skt. Milamadhyamakakarika, Ch. Zhong lin $5). In all of these
examples, there is an inference that because curds and cream arise in dependence upon
milk, all conditioned things arise in dependence upon others. This is evidence in favor of
interpreting the teaching of dependent arising as having a broad scope and applying to all
conditioned things. Whether there is any significant difference between this broad
interpretation and the narrow interpretation depends upon whether some conditioned
things are not workings of the mind. For example, are curds and cream separate from the
workings of mind, or are they projections or constructions of mind? This is a difficult
question to answer. But the question does not need to be resolved in order to address the
meaning of the teaching of dependent arising, because the phrase “conditioned things”
can be understood as referring to whatever falls within the scope of the teaching of

dependent arising.

The meaning of the teaching of dependent arising is also a matter of scholarly debate.
Some scholars interpret the teaching as meaning that each conditioned thing arises in
dependence upon some but not all other conditioned things.

Limited Dependent Arising: Every conditioned thing arises in dependence upon
only some others.

For example, according to the Buddhist studies scholar Lambert Schmithausen,
the idea of a mutual dependence, inter-connectedness or interrelatedness, here and

now, of all things and beings does not seem to be expressed in the canonical texts
of Early Buddhism. They only teach that not only suffering and rebirth but all
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things and events, except Nirvana, arise in dependence on specific (complexes of)
causes and conditions, which in their turn have also arisen in dependence on causes
and conditions, without any primary, absolute cause at the beginning.
(Schmithausen 1997, 13-14)

The American Tibetologist Jeffrey Hopkins gives a more specific example as evidence

for this interpretation.

A calf depends on its causes, cow and bull, etc., and the cow and bull as parents
depend on their calf though they were not born from the calf. Still, a calf and a
pony are not dependent on each other. (Hopkins 1996, 434)

Similarly, according to the Theravadin monk Bhikkhu Analayo, apple trees arise in
dependence upon seeds and moisture, but apple trees do not arise in dependence upon
computers (Analayo 2021, 1095).

Other scholars interpret the teaching of dependent arising as meaning that each

conditioned thing arises in dependence upon all other conditioned things.

Unlimited Dependent Arising: Every conditioned thing arises in dependence upon

all others.

For example, according to the religious studies scholar Alice Keefe,

The Buddha's doctrine of pratitya-samutpada [dependent arising] teaches that ...
everything arises in dependence upon everything else.... (Keefe 1997, 63)

The most famous proponent of Unlimited Dependent Arising is the Vietnamese Thién
monk Thich Nhit Hanh (see Holst 2021, 19).

Because canonical texts of early Buddhist tradition do not purport to provide
exhaustive teachings, the absence of one interpretation from those texts is not evidence
for incorrectness. But both interpretations cannot be correct. If all conditioned things arise
in dependence upon some but not all others, then no conditioned thing arises in
dependence upon all others. So one of the interpretations is an error. Erroneous cognition

arises in dependence upon delusion. Examples can succumb to delusion. For instance,
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according to the Mimarsa scholar Kumarila, the locution ‘my self” (Skt. mamatmeti)
refers to a self that is separate from its bodily qualities and its mental qualities (Ram-
Prasad 2011, 227). If the Buddhist teaching of no-self (P. anatta; Skt. anatman; Ch. wu
wo HEFL) is correct, Kumarila's example relies upon a delusional view of grammar.
Similarly, if Unlimited Dependent Arising is correct, Analayo's example about apples
trees and computers relies upon a delusional view of causality. So examples cannot

determine which interpretation of dependent arising is correct.

o e ol = 4 =

This paper has three goals. The first goal is to explain how Huayan Buddhism (ZE gz
#0520 supports Unlimited Dependent Arising. The second goal is to explain an objection
to this interpretation of dependent arising. The objection derives from an argument about
interdependence by Nagarjuna. This objection is stronger than Bhikkhu Analayo's
objection about apple trees and computers because it relies upon general principles rather
than specific examples. The third goal is to refute this objection. I conclude the paper by
discussing what the refutation of the objection shows about Indra's Net as a metaphor for

dependent arising.
2. Mutual Identity in Huayan

The goal of this section is to explain how Huayan Buddhism interprets the teaching
of dependent arising to mean that each conditioned thing arises in dependence upon all
other conditioned things. (The introductory section names this interpretation Unlimited
Dependent Arising.) 1 focus on writings by the Chinese monk Fazang (A&, 643-712).
The explanation has three parts. The first part defines some technical terminology. The
definitions derive from Commentary on the Great Perfection of Wisdom. The second of
the explanation part defines the meaning of mutual identity in Fazang's Huayan thought.
The definition specifies the relation between emptiness, existence, and Fazang's meaning
of identity. The third part of the explanation derives an interpretation of dependent arising
from Fazang's doctrine of mutual identity. Fazang's doctrine of mutual identity is that
each conditioned thing is identical with all others. I argue that if all conditioned things

are mutually identical, then each arises in dependence upon all others.
2.1. Technical Terminology

Fazang uses technical terminology to interpret the teaching of dependent arising. He
does not always explain the meaning for this terminology. Commentary on the Great

Perfection of Wisdom provides the missing explanations. The missing explanations
concern the term characteristic (Skt. laksana; Ch. xiang fH) (see T 25.1509.194b5-6, b23-
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c6, translated in Chodron 2001, 848-850). When something has a characteristic, some
predicate designating the characteristic is true of the thing. For example, because earth
dharmas are solid, earth dharmas have the characteristic of solidity (Skt. drdhatva, Ch.
Jjian xiang EXFH). Similarly, because dharmas of loving-kindness (Skt. maitri, Ch. ci xiang

2&fH) are promoters of friendship, they have the characteristic of friendliness.

According to Commentary on the Great Perfection of Wisdom, characteristics are
specific (Skt. sa or sva; Ch. zi H) or general (Skt. samanya; Ch. gong $£). When a
characteristic of something is specific, the characteristic marks the thing as different in
kind from some other things. When a characteristic of something is general, the
characteristic is common to many kinds of things. For example, all dharmas of earth have
solidity (Skt. khakkhatatva; Ch. jian EX) as their specific characteristic and all dharmas
of fire have heat (Skt. uspatva; Ch. ré #4) as their specific characteristic. By contrast,
because all conditioned things are prone to rise and fall, impermanence (Skt. anitya; Ch.
wii chang #£75,) is a general characteristic common to dharmas of earth and dharmas of

fire.

According to Commentary on the Great Perfection of Wisdom, characteristics are
also determinate (Skt. niyata; Ch. jué ding }7E) or indeterminate (Skt. aniyata; Ch. bu
ding “N 7). When a characteristic of something is determinate, the thing has that
characteristic in all situations and regardless of its relation to others. When a characteristic
of something is indeterminate, the thing has that characteristic in some but not all
situations or only by virtue of its relation to others. For the sake of illustrating this
distinction, consider the example of diamond (Skt. vajra; Ch. jingang 4:Ml) and its
firmness (Skt. sarata, Ch. jian gu EX[&]) from Commentary on the Greater Perfection of
Wisdom.

Because being firm and not being firm are indeterminate, they are empty. Why?
What some people regard as firm, others regard as not firm. For example, people
consider diamond to be firm, but Indra (Sakra) grasps it—Ilike a person holding a
staff—and considers it as not firm. Also, because of not knowing the causes and
conditions for breaking diamond, it is considered to be firm; but those who know
to fasten it atop a tortoiseshell, and use a goat horn to smash it, know that it is not
firm. (T25.1509.290b3-8, author’s translation)

p IR =R T R SRR RS 1= R
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(For an alternative translation, see Chodron 2001, 1718.)

This example conceptualizes the firmness of diamonds as a matter of piercing others and
resisting destruction. If diamond pierces whoever touches it and resists destruction in all
situations, its firmness is determinate. By contrast, if diamond does not pierce Indra's
hand, or if it does not always resist destruction when struck with force, its firmness is

indeterminate.

According to Commentary on the Great Perfection of Wisdom, anything with a
determinate specific characteristic is self-natured (Skt. svabhava; Ch. Ch. zi xing B1%),
and anything that lacks a determinate specific characteristic is empty (Skt. sianya; Ch.
kong Z%). For the realm in which there is dependent arising, Commentary on the Great
Perfection of Wisdom explains that being empty means having specific characteristics but

lacking determinate characteristics.

Causes and conditions are also empty, because they are indeterminate. Consider,
for example, fathers and sons. Because [the son] is born from the father, he is called
son. Because the father gives birth [to the son], he is called father. (T
25.1509.290a10-12, author's translation)

g Pl R Bel S o K3 EEF 0 23 & A5 o (For

an alternative translation, see Chodrén 2001, 1717.)

In the realm of dependent arising, things arise in dependence upon causes and conditions
and there are different kinds of causes and conditions. Sons arise in dependence upon
their fathers. Because anything that arises in dependence upon another is empty, sons are
empty. Sons also differ in kind from fathers. For example, a son is a kind of child and a
father is a kind of parent. Because specific characteristics mark differences among kinds,
sons also have specific characteristics. If being empty means lacking determinate specific
characteristics, and if sons are empty despite having specific characteristics, the specific
characteristics of sons are indeterminate. This example generalizes. In the realm of
dependent arising, something is self-natured if it has a determinate specific, and
something is empty if it has specific characteristics but all of these characteristics are

indeterminate.
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2.2. The Meaning of Identity

Fazang's definition of emptiness agrees with definition from Commentary on the
Great Perfection of Wisdom. According to Fazang, being empty means lacking self-

nature.

From lacking self-nature, there is being empty. (T 45.1866.502al11-12, author's

translation)

d & p 4 5+ o (Foran alternative translation, see Cook 1970, 449.)

Fazang contrasts being empty with existing (Skt. bhava; Ch. you 7). When something
arises in dependence upon another, that which arises is empty. Yet, for Fazang, nothing
can arise in dependence upon what is nonexistent. So when something arises in
dependence upon another, that other must be existent. For example, a son arises in
dependence upon his father. But there are no sons without fathers. So the son arises only
if the father exists. This example generalizes. In the realm of dependent arising, when one

arises in dependence upon another, the one is empty and the other is existent.

Fazang uses the terms empty and existent to characterize the things related when one
arises in dependence upon another. To explain the relation of dependence something
empty and something existent, he uses the terms making (Ch. zué {F) and identity (Ch. ji
BlJ). When one arises in dependence upon another, the one is empty of determinate
specific characteristics. The one that is empty has specific characteristics. The reason it
has specific characteristics is that it belongs to the realm of dependent arising. The reason
these characteristics are indeterminate is that the one has them by virtue of some relation
to the other from which it arises. This relation is akin to the relation between a painting
and its painter. The reason is that painters make paintings. This is why, when one arises
in dependence upon another, Fazang says that the other makes the one. The relation is
also unlike a painting and its painter. The reason is that a painting and its painter are
separable. For Fazang, when one arises in dependence upon another, the one and the other
are inseparable or non-dual (Skt. advaita; Ch. bui ér 4~ ). This is why, when one arises

in dependence upon another, Fazang also says that the one is identical with the one.

First: [One] as existing necessitates the others lacking [self-nature], so that the
others are identical with [the one]. Why? The others lack self-nature because [the

one] makes [them]. Second: [One] as empty necessitates the others existing, so
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that [the one] is identical with the others. Why? Because [the one] lacks self-
nature, therefore the others make [it]." (T 45.1866.503b10-13, author's translation;

for an alternative translation, see Cook 1970, 473)

For example, if fire has the specific characteristic of hotness by virtue of its relation to
fuel, fire is identical with fuel and fuel makes fire. Similarly, if nirvana has the specific
characteristic of cessation (Skt. uccheda; Ch. duan mié E)&,) by virtue of its relation to
samsara, nirvana is identical with samsara and samsara makes nirvana. For Fazang, one
is identical with another when the other makes the one. When the other makes the one,
the one is empty, the other is an existing maker, the maker makes what is empty, and what

is made is inseparable from its maker.

Fazang's doctrine of mutual identity (Ch. xiang ji fHE[) is that, in the realm of
dependent arising, each conditioned thing is identical with all others. This doctrine entails
that all conditioned things are existent and empty. Fazang maintains that each conditioned
thing exists because it makes all others. Because each one makes all others, all others are
identical with each one. Fazang also maintains that each conditioned thing is empty
because each is made by all others. Because each one is made by all others, each one is

identical with all others.
2.3. From Mutual Identity to Unlimited Dependent Arising

Fazang's doctrine of mutual identity entails that every conditioned thing arises in
dependence upon all others. When one is identical with another, the other makes the one.
One makes another by determining the specific characteristics of the other. So when one
is identical with another, the other determines the specific characteristics of the one. A
standard Buddhist teaching is that things are inseparable from their characteristics. So
when one determines the specific characteristics of another, the other arises in dependence
upon the one because the other has its specific characteristics by virtue of its relation to
the one. Hence, when one is identical with another, the one arises in dependence upon the

other.

The preceding argument demonstrates that one is identical with another only if
the one arises in dependence upon the other. Hence, when the one and the other are

mutually identical, each arises in dependence upon the other. Fazang's doctrine of mutual

LIn translating, | take the liberty of interpreting the character [ as designating "one" among many others,
rather than as designating something that is a self. This follows a recommendation from Lamotte (see
Chodron 2001, 1641).
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identity is that, in the realm of dependent arising, each conditioned thing is identical with
all others. So Fazang's doctrine entails that, in the realm of dependent arising, each
conditioned thing arises in dependence upon all others. This is the thesis of Unlimited

Dependent Arising.
3. Mutual Identity and Interdependence

The prior section explains why, according to Fazang’s doctrine of mutual identity,
the mutual identity of all conditioned things entails Unlimited Dependent Arising. This
section explains an objection to Fazang’s doctrine. The objection derives from
Fundamentals of the Middle Way by Nagarjuna. The explanation of the objection has two
parts. The first part presents Nagarjuna’s argument for why things with self-nature cannot
arise in dependence upon each other. The second part modifies Nagarjuna’s argument into
an argument for why mutual identity prohibits interdependent arising. The second part also

explains why the modified argument is an objection to Fazang’s doctrine of mutual identity.
3.1. Nagarjuna’s Analysis of Interdependence

In Chapter 10 of Fundamentals of the Middle Way, Nagarjuna argues that nothing
with self-nature (Skt. svabhava; Ch. zi xing H}F) arises in dependence upon another.

8. If fire depends on fuel and fuel depends on fire, which of the two is arisen first,

fuel or the fire that is dependent upon that?

9. If fire is dependent on fuel, then there is the establishing of an already

established fire. If so then also fuel would come to be without relation to fire.

10. If an entity x is established in dependence [on something else y], and in
dependence on that very entity x there is established that y on which x’s

establishment depends, then what is dependent on what?

11. The entity that is established in dependence [on something else], how does it,
before being established, depend [on that]? But if it is not something established
that is dependent [on something else], it is not right to say that it depends [on
something else]. (Siderits and Katsura 2013, 114-116)

Nagarjuna's metaphor targets an anonymous interlocutor who maintains that one of fire
and fuel is self-natured despite each arising in dependence upon the other (Garfield 1995,

191-192; Siderits and Katsura 2013, 114). Nagarjuna's critique relies upon two principles.
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The first is that anything that establishes, or brings about, another is prior to that other.
For example, if fuel establishes fire, the arising of the fuel must be prior to the arising of
the fire. The second principle is that nothing prior to another arises in dependence upon
that other. For example, if fuel is prior to fire, then the fuel does not arise in dependence

upon the fire.

Both of Nagarjuna's principles are plausible for those who, like the anonymous
interlocutor, maintain that one of fire and fuel is self-natured. Suppose, for example, that
fuel is self-natured. Then, because fire is the burning of fuel, fire can arise because, prior
to its arising, fuel's self-nature establishes the fuel as something available for burning. Or
suppose, instead, that fire is self-natured. Then, because fuel is that which fire burns, fuel
can arise because, prior to its arising, fire's self-nature establishes the fire as burning. In
both cases, that which does the establishing, by virtue of being self-natured, is prior to
that which is established. This is Nagarjuna's first principle. Similar considerations
motivate the second principle. If fuel is self-natured, then any fuel that is prior to fire does
not arise from the fire because it is established by its self-nature. Also, if fire is self-
natured, then any fire that is prior to fuel does not arise from the fuel because it is

established by its self-nature.

Nagarjuna's first principle entails that fire and fuel are mutually dependent only if each
is prior to the other. His second principle entails that if each of fire and fuel is prior to the
other, neither arises in dependence upon the other. So both principles together entail that
fire and fuel are mutually dependent only if they are not mutually dependent. This means
that it is contradictory to suppose that fire and fuel are mutually dependent. So Nagarjuna's
principles entail that fire and fuel do not arise in dependence upon each other. This example
generalizes. Nothing in the argument concerns specifics about fire or fuel. Nagarjuna's
principles entail that there is no mutual dependence if things are self-natured. Because
endorsing one of fire or fuel as self-natured supports both principles, it follows that
Nagarjuna's anonymous interlocutor should either deny that fire and fuel are self-natured
or else concede that they are not interdependent. (Nagarjuna prefers the first option because

he accepts that fire and fuel arise in dependence upon each other. See Garfield 1995, 193).
3.2. An Objection to Mutual Identity

Nagarjuna's argument about fire and fuel targets the view that some things are self-
natured. A slight modification of the argument targets Fazang’s view that things empty of

self-nature are mutually identical. The modification concerns Fazang's relation of identity.
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For Fazang, when one is identical with another, the other makes the one. This making
relation is an asymmetric relation. The reason is that the other making the one is akin to
a painter making a painting. When a painter makes a painting, the painting does not make
the painter. By analogy, when the other makes the one, the one does not make the other.
So the making relation is asymmetric. The making relation is also a priority relation. The
reason is similar. When a painter makes a painting, the painter is prior to the painting. By
analogy, when the other makes the one, the other is prior to the one. Fazang's relation of
identity is the converse for his relation of making. So Fazang's relation of identity is also

an asymmetric priority relation.

Because Fazang's relation of identity is an asymmetric priority relation, Fazang is
committed to an analog of Nagarjuna's first principle in the argument about fire and fuel.
The analog is that anything with which another is identical is prior to that other. Joining
this analog with Nagarjuna's second principle—that nothing prior to another arises in

dependence upon that other—entails that identity requires an absence of dependent arising.

1. Anything with which another is identical is prior to that other.
Nothing prior to another arises in dependence upon that other.

3. Therefore, when one is identical with another, the other does not arise in
dependence upon the one.

For example, suppose that fire is identical with fuel. Then the analog principle entails that
fuel is prior to fire. This result, together with Nagarjuna's second principle, then entails

that fuel does not arise in dependence upon fire.

The preceding argument is an objection to Fazang’s doctrine of mutual identity. For
Fazang, mutual identity entails mutual dependence. But the preceding argument
demonstrates that when two things are mutually identical, neither depends upon the other.
The reason is that if identity requires an absence of dependent arising, mutual identity
requires mutual independence. For example, suppose that fire and fuel are mutually
identical. Then, according to Fazang, fire and fuel arise in dependence upon each other.
But, according to the preceding argument, if fire and fuel are mutually identical, then fuel

does not arise in dependence upon fire and fire does not arise in dependence upon fuel.

4. Priority and Dependent Arising

The prior section develops an objection to Fazang’s doctrine of mutual identity. This

section refutes the objection. The refutation has four parts. The first part distinguishes two
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meanings for one thing being prior to another. The second part explains why only one of
these meanings applies to the teaching of dependent arising. The third part uses this
meaning to identify the error in the objection from the prior section. The fourth part
confirms the diagnosis of the error with textual evidence from Fazang’s Treatise on the
Five Teachings of Huayan (Hudydn wijido zhang H g5 A2 E).

4.1. Two Meanings of Priority

The objection, from the prior section, to Fazang’s doctrine of mutual identity relies
upon the principle that nothing prior to another arises in dependence upon that other. The
meaning of this principle is ambiguous. The reason is that there are two meanings of

priority.

The first meaning interprets priority as determinate (Skt. niyata; Ch. ding i€). If
priority is determinate, one thing being prior to another does not depend upon situational

context.

Determinate Priority: If one is prior to another in one situation, then it is prior to

that other in all situations.

An instance of determinate priority is temporal ordering in Newtonian physics. In
Newtonian physics, if one event occurs prior to another in one frame of reference, it
occurs prior to that other in all frames of reference. The reason is that, in Newtonian
physics, true time is absolute. If true time is absolute, the time at which an event occurs
does not vary across different frames of reference. Hence, in Newtonian physics, true

temporal ordering is determinate.

The second meaning interprets priority as indeterminate (Skt. aniyata; Ch. bu ding
R7E). If priority is determinate, one thing being prior to another depends upon situational

context.

Indeterminate Priority: If one is prior to another in one situation, then it need not

be prior to that other in all situations.

An instance of indeterminate priority is temporal ordering in Einstein’s special theory of
relativity. According to the special theory of relativity, one event might be prior to another

in one frame of reference, but these two events might be simultaneous in another frame
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of reference. Consider Einstein’s train example (Einstein 1961, 29-31). Einstein’s
example involves a speeding train and two people. One person is a passenger on the train.
The other person is on a stationary platform and observing the train as it approaches the
platform. Einstein imagines that two bolts of lightning strike. One bolt strikes the front of
the train. The other bolt strikes the back of the train. Einstein claims that, in the frame of
reference for the observer on the platform, the lightning strike at the front of the train
occurs prior to the lightning strike at the back of the train. Einstein also claims that, in the
frame of reference for the passenger on the train, the two lightning strikes occur at the

same time. So, in Einstein’s train example, temporal priority is indeterminate.
4.2. Priority in the Teaching of Dependent Arising

When one arises in dependence upon another, there is a sense in which the other is
prior to the one. What is this sense? Because there are two meanings of priority, there are
two potential answers to this question. The first potential answer is that when one arises
in dependence upon another, the other is prior to the one in all situations. The second
potential answer is that when one arises in dependence upon another, the other is prior to
the one in some situations even though the one might be prior to the other in other
situations. The first potential answer interprets priority as determinate. The second
potential answer interprets priority as indeterminate. There are two strong precedents to

favor the second potential answer over the first potential answer.

The first precedent is from the Indian Theravadin monk Buddhaghosa. In Chapter
17 of Path of Purification, Buddhaghosa likens the twelve links of dependent arising to a
creeping vine (P. maluva; Ch. man cdo = 5). This metaphor derives from a passage in

Dhammapada.

The craving of a person who lives heedlessly grows like a maluva creeper. (Dhp
334, translated in Carter and Palihwadana 2000, 59)

A similar metaphor appears in the earliest Chinese translation of Dhammapada (Ch. Fdju
Jing TEAJEE).

If one’s mind is set on sexual activities,

One’s craving increases, like a [creeper’s] branches
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Spreading and growing ever more luxuriantly;

And the mind keeps leaping, like a monkey greedy for fruits. (T 4.210.570c17-18;
translated in Dhammajoti 1995, 241)

Just as the twelve links of dependent arising cause a mass of suffering, creeping vines
spread until they destroy the trees on which they grow. Buddhaghosa imagines that the
creeping vine has three sections. The sections are root, middle, and tip (Nanamoli2010,
540). Buddhaghosa likens the root to delusion (Skt. avidya; Ch. wi ming #%0H). He likens
the middle to clinging (Skt. upadana; Ch. git H}). He likens the tip to old age and death
(Skt. jara-marana; Ch. ldo si ZZ3E).

Buddhaghosa uses the metaphor of the creeping vine to explain the teaching of
dependent arising. His explanation derives from a passage in Discourse on Roots (Miila
Sutta, AN 3.69).

Suppose a tree was choked and enveloped by three maluva creepers. Then a man
would come along bringing a shovel and a basket. He would cut down the creepers
at their roots, dig them up, and pull out the roots.... (Bodhi 2012, 293)

Cutting down the roots destroys the middle and tip. So the middle and tip arise in
dependence upon the roots. Pulling the middle destroys the tip and root. So the tip and
root arise in dependence upon the middle. Yanking the tip destroys the root and middle.
So the root and middle arise in dependence upon the tip. Hence, the parts of the creeper
vine are interdependent. Each arises in dependence upon all others. For Buddhaghosa, the
twelve links of dependent arising are interdependent in the same way. Destroying any link
suffices to destroy all others. So each link arises in dependence upon all others (see also
Olendzki 2010, 109-110; Analayo 2021, 1096).

Buddhaghosa’s metaphor of the creeping vine also explains the relation between

dependent arising and priority. Buddhaghosa addresses a question about his metaphor.

[17.33] Why does he teach it [dependent arising] thus? Because the dependent
origination is wholly beneficial and because he has himself acquired elegance in

instructing. For the dependent origination is entirely beneficial: starting from any
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one of the ... starting points, it leads only to the penetration of the proper way.
(Nanamoli 2010, 541)

Buddhaghosa’s answer conceptualizes each part of the creeper vine—root, middle, tip—
as a starting point. But if priority is determinate, only one part of the creeper vine is a
starting point. The reason is that starting points are prior to subsequent points. For
example, if the root is the starting point for removing the middle and tip, then the root is
prior to the middle and tip. But if the root is prior to the middle and tip, and if priority is
determinate, then neither the middle nor the tip can be a starting point for removing the
root. Hence, if each part of the creeper vine is a starting point, priority is indeterminate.
Buddhaghosa explains why. The explanation is that different parts of the creeper vine are
starting points for different audiences. This means that the root can be a starting point for
people who excel at cutting but the tip can be a starting point for people who excel at
yanking. By analogy, when there is mutual dependent arising between one and another,
the one can be prior to the other in one situation but the other can be prior to the one in

another situation. So Buddhaghosa's analogy supports Indeterminate Priority.

There is a second precedent for the claim that when one arises in dependence upon
another, the other is prior to the one in some situations even though the one might be prior
to the other in other situations. This precedent is from the Chinese monk Jizang (&,
549-623). Jizang’s writings contain two important insights. Introducing two technical
terms help to state the first insight. The first technical term is ground for a specific
characteristic. The ground for a thing's specific characteristic is that which makes the
thing have its specific characteristic. For example, if fire makes wax fluid, then fire is the
ground for the fluidity of wax. The second technical term is rigid ground. A rigid ground
is a ground that makes a thing have its specific characteristic in all situations. Jizang's
first important insight, stated with these technical terms, is that anything with a rigid
ground for its specific characteristic thereby has a determinate specific characteristic (see
Ho 2014, 405-410). Jizang's second important insight derives from the Indian
Madhyamaka tradition of Buddhism. The second insight insight is that all conditioned
things are empty of determinate specific characteristics (see Chdodron 2001, 1752,
translating T 25.1509.294b18-25).

Jizang’s two insights entail that the ground for anything’s specific characteristic is
not rigid. That is, Jizang’s insights entail that the ground for something’s specific
characteristics is the ground for those characteristics in some situations but not all
situations. If the ground of a thing's specific characteristics is not rigid, the ground makes
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the thing in some situations but not all situations. Because making is a priority relation,
Jizang's insights entail that even if one is prior to another in one situation, it need not be
prior to that other in all situations. So Jizang's insights also support Indeterminate
Priority.

4.3. The Error in the Objection to Mutual Identity

According to Indeterminate Priority, even if one is prior to another in one situation,
it need not be prior to that other in all situations. There is strong precedent for Fazang to
endorse Indeterminate Priority. (For evidence that Fazang makes this endorsement, see
T 45.1866.505b14-19.) Endorsing Indeterminate Priority makes Fazang's doctrine of
mutual identity consistent with mutual dependent arising. The reason is that endorsing
Indeterminate Priority allows for the relations of identity and dependence to be
situational. When one is identical with another in one situation, the other does not arise
in dependence upon the one in that situation. If Indeterminate Priority is correct, the other
not arising in dependence upon the one in one situation is consistent with the other arising
in dependence upon the one in a different situation. This means that the one and the other
can arise in dependence upon each other if the situation in which the one is identical with
the other differs from the situation in which the other is identical with the one.

An example helps to illustrate how Indeterminate Priority makes Fazang's doctrine
of mutual identity consistent with mutual dependent arising. For the sake of illustration,
suppose that fire and fuel are mutually identical. Suppose that the relations of identity and
dependence are situational. Suppose also that the situation in which fire is identical with
fuel differs from the situation in which fuel is identical with fire. (See Figure 2.)

fire is identical with | fuel is prior to | fire arises in dependence upon

situation 1 fuel fire fuel

fuel is identical with | fire is prior to | fuel arises in dependence upon

situation 2 fire fuel fire

Figure 2: Mutual ldentity and Interdependence of Fire and Fuel

The modification of Nagarjuna's first principle, from the objection to Fazang's doctrine
of mutual identity, entails that the situation in which fire is prior to fuel differs from the
situation in which fuel is prior to fire. Nagarjuna's second principle, from the same
objection, further entails that the situation in which fire does not arise in dependence upon

fuel differs from the situation in which fuel does not arise in dependence upon fire. But
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nothing forbids the situation in which fire does not arise in dependence upon fuel from
being a situation in which fuel arises in dependence upon fire, and nothing forbids the
situation in which fuel does not arise in dependence upon fire from being a situation in
which fire arises in dependence upon fuel. So fire and fuel being mutually identical is

consistent with fire and fuel arising in dependence upon each other.

This example about fire and fuel shows that mutual identical things are independent
only if priority is determinate. If priority is determinate, and if fire and fuel are mutually
identical, then any situation in which fire is identical with fuel must be a situation in which
fuel is identical with fire. If this is a requirement for mutual identity, then the mutual
identity of fire and fuel prohibits one arising in dependence upon the other. There is no
such prohibition if priority is indeterminate. There is also good precedent for denying that
priority is determinate. This precedent shows that the objection to Fazang's doctrine of

mutual identity does not succeed.
4.4 Textual Confirmation for Fazang’s Interpretation

Fazang does not directly address the objection that mutual identity prohibits mutual
dependence. However, in Treatise on the Five Teachings of Huayan, he answers a
question about mutual identity that confirms the preceding response. The relevant
question appears in Fazang’s discussion for the topic of “all dharmas freely identified
[with each other]” (Ch. zhi fd xiang ji zi zai 5 EFERIH F) (T45.1866.505a27).

Question: With respect to same body, when one gateway is identical with and takes
in the whole without limit, does this manifest simultaneously or one after another?

Answer: One gateway simultaneously clearly manifesting the whole belongs to the
subtle category. Hidden and reflected mutually manifesting again and again
belongs to the category of [the realm of] Indra. There are also the meanings of
sameness and difference, many and few, existence and nonexistence, start and
finish. Hence, dharma gateways are freely endowed with the whole without limit.
Accordingly, choosing one to act as chief, the others act as attendants.
(T45.1866.505b14-19, author’s translation; for an alternate translation, see Cook
1970, 501-502)

Fazang conceptualizes mutual identity among dharmas through gateways. Each gateway
is a vehicle for cognizing the relation between dharmas of one kind and dharmas of all

other kinds, and there is a unique gateway for each kind of dharma. For Fazang, mutual
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identity is a matter of there being a gateway, for each kind of dharma, in which dharmas
of that kind are mutually identical with dharmas of all other kinds. Cognizing this identity
through the concept same body (Ch. téng ti [5]§8) is then a matter of cognizing, within

each gateway, each group of other dharmas as a unified whole.

The question from the anonymous interlocutor asks for clarification about how—or,
better, when—to cognize various groups of dharmas as wholes. Suppose, for the sake of
illustration, that there are three kinds of dharmas. Label these kinds, respectively, A, B,
and C. Then mutual identity involves three gateways. Each cognizes one kind of dharma
in relation to some whole that is all dharmas together. In the first, A is mutually identical
with this whole. In the second, B is mutually identical with the whole. In the third, C is
mutually identical with the same whole. Label this whole W. So mutual identity among
A, B, and C is, in part, a matter of A relating to W and B relating to W. Part of what
Fazang's anonymous interlocutor is asking is whether these relations are simultaneous or
sequential. Cognizing the relations as simultaneous requires cognizing B as both unified
with C (because, in relation to A, both are parts of W that do not make W) and not unified
with C (because, in relation to C, B makes W but C does not). By contrast, cognizing the
relations as sequential seems to entail that dharmas of one kind are mutually identical
with other dharmas only insofar as no dharmas of some other kind are mutually identical
with other dharmas. Both options are problematic. The former seems to require a

conceptual impossibility. The latter seems to entail that gateways obstruct each other.

Rather than choose among problematic options, Fazang answers the anonymous
interlocutor's question by maintaining that neither option is problematic. Fazang agrees
that the first option—cognizing the various gateways simultaneously—is a conceptual
impossibility. He adds that simultaneous cognition of multiple gateways is subtle (Ch.
wei xi fifl4l). Subtle cognition, for Fazang, is cognition within the realm of Mafijusri (Ch.
Weénshu SZ%E), cognition that is inexpressible and inconceivable. So the conceptual
impossibility of the first option is not problematic, because simultaneous cognition of the
various gateways is cognition of dharmas as such apart from conceptualization. For the
second option of cognizing the various gateways sequentially, Fazang denies that the
gateways obstruct each other. Sequential cognition of multiple gateways belongs to the
realm of Indra—or, in more familiar terminology, to the realm of Samantabhadra (Ch.
Pixian jingjie 35 E1H ). Because this cognition is conceptual, Fazang maintains that

the gateways do not obstruct each other. His likely justification is that gateways obstruct
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each other only if differences among the gateways are real rather than conceptual (or
nominal), but cognizing the gateways as real involves cognizing each gateway as having
some time during which it grounds mutual identity and others do not. Insofar as cognition
of this sort invests each gateway with a determinate characteristic, such cognition is
delusional. Because cognition in the realm of Samantabhadra is free from delusion, it
follows that differences among the gateways are merely conceptual and so the gateways
do not obstruct each other. This is the sense in which mutual identity among dharmas in
the realm of Samantabhadra is free (Ch. zi zai H1F).

Although Fazang's answer to the anonymous interlocutor does not address the topic
of priority relations among mutually identical and interdependently arising dharmas,
Fazang's strategy for answering motivates a twofold response to the concern that mutual
identity requires mutual independence. Recall that two principles drive this concern. The
first is that anything with which another is identical is prior to that other. The second is
that nothing prior to another arises in dependence upon that other. For mutual identity
among dharmas in the realm of Manjusri, the first principle is incorrect. Dharmas in the
realm of Mafijusri are mutually identical. But there are no distinctions among prior and
subsequent in this realm because those distinctions are conceptual and cognition in the
realm of Mafijusri is non-conceptual. Fazang makes a similar observation elsewhere in
Treatise on the Five Teachings of Huayan, albeit regarding relations of causality rather

than relations of identity.

Cause and result being simultaneous, there is no distinction of prior and
subsequent. (T45.1866.505¢7, author’s translation)

)% (&% & o {8 9] o (For an alternative translation, see Cook 1970, 504.)

For mutual identity among dharmas in the realm of Samantabhadra, the second
principle—that nothing prior to another arises in dependence upon that other—is
incorrect. Just as differences among gateways in the realm of Samantabhadra are
conceptual rather than real, so too are distinctions among prior and subsequent. If
distinctions among prior and subsequent were real, the prior would be established
independently of the subsequent. But if these distinctions are merely conceptual, correctly
cognizing one as prior for one gateway does not preclude correctly cognizing the same

one as subsequent and dependent for other gateways.
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5. Indra’s Net as a Metaphor for Dependent Arising

I conclude by discussing what the refutation of the objection to Fazang's doctrine of
mutual identity shows about Indra's Net as a metaphor for dependent arising. The
discussion has four parts. The first part gives a reason for discussing the metaphor of
Indra's Net. The second part examines a popular interpretation of the metaphor of Indra's
Net. The third part examines Fazang's interpretation of the metaphor of Indra's Net. The

fourth part argues that Fazang's interpretation is superior to the popular interpretation.

5.1. Indra's Net

In his Commentary on the Flower Ornament Discourse (Hudydn jing zhigut 5 gz 4%
5 %), Fazang likens the realm of dependent arising to a lattice-like array of mirror-like

pearls.

It is like Indra’s palace covered by a net of precious pearls. The pearls, because
they are bright, penetrate each other in manifesting their reflections. The
manifestations of these reflections are reflections that can manifest further
reflections. In this way, the manifold is inexhaustible. (T 45.1871.594c3-5,

author’s translation)

Each pearl of Indra’s net hosts reflections of all others. Because each pearl hosts a subtly
different mass of reflections, the pearls differ from each other. These differences model
the specific characteristics that mark dharmas into different kinds. Because there is
mutual reflectivity among the pearls, any mark added to one pearl manifests in the
reflections hosted by all other pearls. This relationality models the emptiness of
dharmas—the indeterminacy of their specific characteristics. Because the reflections in
any one pearl arise in dependence upon all other pearls, the array of pearls exhibits
thoroughgoing interdependence. This interdependence models the mutual identity of

dharmas.

Fazang also mentions the metaphor of Indra’s Net (Ch. yin tué lué wang [RIFEZE49)

in Treatise on the Five Teachings of Huayan.

Perceive [Indra’s net] in accordance with wisdom. Select one [dharma] as chief,
and the others are attendants. Insofar as the chief is central, the others surround it

as followers. All thereby realize unhindered freedom.... Returning to the prior
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categories of free and unhindered mutual identity and mutual inclusion, know that
each takes in every dharma of the boundless dharma-realm and realizes Indra’s
Net. (T 45.1866.506b5-10, author’s translation; for an alternative translation, see
Cook 1970, 512)

The metaphor of Indra’s Net is not prominent in this text. Instead, in this text, Fazang
uses the metaphor of counting ten coins (Ch. shii shi gidn ${+$%) to explain the doctrine
of mutual identity, and he uses a metaphor about a building to explain a corollary to the
doctrine of mutual identity. (The corollary is Fazang’s theory of six characteristics (Ch.

lin xiang 75H8).

Despite its relatively minor role in Fazang’s explanation of mutual identity, the
metaphor of Indra’s net is one of the most prominent metaphors in contemporary
explanations of interdependence within Western Buddhism (see McMahan 2008, 158;
Owens 2022). Okakura Kakuzo [ & = (1863-1913, a Japanese art critic, introduces
the metaphor to English-speaking audiences in 1904, comparing art to “the diamond net
of Indra [that] reflects the whole chain in every link” (Okakura 1904, 9). Ernest Fenollosa
(1853-1908), an American art historian of Japanese art, relies upon the metaphor to
articulate an approach to interpreting Chinese poetry that takes relations among words,
rather than individual word meanings, as the bearers of poetic meaning (Saussy 2009).
The American poet Gary Snyder, following Fenollosa, also uses the metaphor as
inspiration for his ecologically-oriented poetry (Barnhill 1990, 20-21; Takahashi 2002,
314-315; Stalling 2010, 16). These critical and poetic invocations of Indra’s net allude to
the net as a metaphor for interdependence, but they provide minimal details about the
metaphor. But in a posthumously published survey of Japanese Buddhism from 1935, Sir
Charles Eliot (1862-1931), British ambassador to Japan from 1920 until 1926, provides
what might be the first English-language description of Indra’s net.

In the heaven of Indra there is said to be a network [of] pearls so arranged that if
you look at one you see all others reflected in it. In the same way each object in
the world is not merely itself but involves every other object and in fact is
everything else. (Eliot 2013, 109)

D.T. (Daisetsu Teitaro) Suzuki £ /K A #i H &K B (1870-1966) provides a similar
description in 1938, as part of the introduction to a survey of Mahayana Budddhism by
Beatrice Lane Suzuki (1878-1939).
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This net, made of precious gems, hangs over Indra’s palace. In each of these gems
are found reflected all the other gems composing the net; therefore, when it is
picked up, we see in it not only the entirety of the net but every one of the gems
therein. (Suzuki 1981, 11)

Garma C.C. Chang (1920-1988), a scholar of Buddhism, briefly mentions the metaphor
in his ground-breaking survey of Huayan writings (Chang 1971, 165-166). The physicist
Fritjof Capra further popularizes the metaphor in 1975 (Capra 1975, 296-298; see also
Zukav 1979, 239). Then Francis Cook, a Buddhist studies scholar, constructs the now-
standard English-language description of Indra’ Net in the first English-language

monograph about Fazang.

Far away in the heavenly abode of the great god Indra, there is a wonderful net
which has been hung by some cunning artificer in such a manner that it stretches
out infinitely in all directions. In accordance with the extravagant tastes of deities,
the artificer has hung a single glittering jewel in each “eye” of the net, and since
the net itself is infinite in dimension, the jewels are infinite in number. There hang
the jewels, glittering like stars of the first magnitude, a wonderful sight to behold.
If we now arbitrarily select one of these jewels for inspection and look closely at
it, we will discover that its in polished surface there are reflected all the other
jewels in the net, infinite in number. Not only that, but each of the jewels reflected
in this one jewel is also reflecting all the other jewels, so that there is an infinite

reflecting process occurring. (Cook 1977, 2)

(For a similar but less ornate description, see Chang 1971, 165.) Cook claims that Indra’s
Net, as he describes it, symbolizes the kind of mutual identity that Huayan Buddhism
teaches. Many contemporary Western Buddhists and scholars cite Cook’s construction
when explaining Buddhist teachings about interdependence. Cook’s construction is also
the basis for the contemporary popular interpretation of the metaphor of Indra’s Net. |
will argue that this popular interpretation differs from Fazang’s interpretation. I also will
argue that Fazang’s interpretation is preferable. The reason is that Fazang’s interpretation
provides a better response to the objection to mutual identity from previous sections of

this paper.
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5.2. Popular Interpretation

The popular interpretation of the metaphor of Indra’s net maintains that the metaphor

depicts the total absence of hierarchical relations. Cook makes this point explicitly.

The Hua-yen universe...has no hierarchy. There is no center, or, perhaps if there is

one, it is everywhere. (Cook 1977, 4)

David Barnhill, an environmental scholar, claims that Indra’s net illustrates that “there is
no hierarchy among the interdependent things of life” (Barnhill 1990, 21). Linda Olds, an
American psychologist, claims that Indra’s Net depicts reality in a way that emphasizes
“compassion for all the interrelated aspects of existence, each deserving full valuation
rather than judged according to a hierarchy” (Olds 1992, 408). David Loy, an American
Zen priest, claims that because there is no hierarchy in Indra’s Net, reality is groundless
and the search for ultimate reality is a manifestation of attachment (Loy 1993, 484). Ann
Fisher-Worth, an American poet, interprets Indra’s Net as a metaphor for “interrelatedness
and connectedness, for the universe as a multiple series of systems rather than a
hierarchical structure” (Holmsten and Fisher-Worth 2005, 133). Other examples are
available, especially in literature about Buddhist ecology. (For one of many examples, see
Allendorf and Byers 1998.)

If Indra’s Net depicts a reality without hierarchy, then no pearl or jewel of Indra’s
Net is prior to any other and, more generally, nothing is prior to anything else. The reason
is that priority relations are hierarchical. When one if prior to another, the one is higher

in the hierarchy of reality.
5.3. Fazang's Interpretation

Fazang explains his interpretation for the metaphor of Indra’s Net in Contemplations
on Exhausting Delusion and Returning to the Source by Cultivating the Mysteries of
Huayan.

The ... contemplation of Indra's Net is of chief and attendant manifesting each
other. This means that one acting as chief views others acting as attendants; or
perhaps one dharma acting as chief [views] all [other] dharmas acting as
attendants; or perhaps one body acting as chief [views] all [other] bodies acting as

attendants. So one dharma, selected as chief, receives [the other] attendants all
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together, one after the other without limit. This models the nature of dharmas as
manifesting reflections one after another, each thing [including all others] within
itself without limit, just as compassion and wisdom also multiply one after the
other without limit. (T 45.1876.640b27-640c03, author’s translation)?

%‘Jﬁ‘ifi'flﬁ,%.ﬁ}gﬁf’ﬂ,l'léf;j_\j{
- e R A BRI - SibE I e S EAN: A - S
AHEERR - F? P EREE > TEAIFELELRE Y o (Foran

alternative translation, see Cleary 1983, 168.)

Fazang does not mention the doctrine of mutual identity in this passage, but he connects
Indra’s Net to this doctrine in other writings. One example of this connection, from
Treatise on the Five Teachings of Huayan, is Fazang’s discussion of “all dharmas freely
identified [with each other]” (Ch. zhi fa xiang ji zi zai 3%, 5fHB[H4E), where Fazang

notes that mutual identity pertains to the realm of Indra.

Fazang’s interpretation for the metaphor of Indra’s Net is similar to the popular
interpretation. Both interpretations agree that Indra’s Net depicts a realm in which
everything is related to everything else. Fazang expresses this by claiming that everything
1s mutually identical. Popular interpretations express the same teaching by claiming that

everything is interconnected.

Fazang’s interpretation for the metaphor of Indra’s Net also differs from the popular
interpretation. According to Fazang, Indra’s Net depicts a heterarchy of hierarchical
relations. Each pearl or jewel is prior to all others because there is a situation in which
each is chief (Ch. shou B or zhii F) and all others are attendants (Ch. ban ). Keiji
Nishitani PEAEEE (1900-1990), a Japanese scholar belonging to the Kyoto School &

HRER)R, characterizes this kind of relationality as “circuminsessional.”

That beings one and all are gathered into one, while each one remains absolutely
unique in its ‘being,” points to a relationship in which...all things are master and

servant to one another. We may call this relationship... ‘circuminsessional.’

2 In the second English sentence, | translate 5 (zi) as “one” rather than “self.” This follows a
recommendation from Lamotte (see Chodrén 2001, 1641).
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To say that a certain thing is situated in a position of servant to every other thing
means that it lies at the ground of all other things, that it is a constitutive element
in the being of every other thing, making it to be what it is and thus to be situated
in a position of autonomy as master of itself. It assumes a position at the home-
ground of every other thing as that of a retainer upholding his lord. The fact that A
is so related to B, C, D...amounts, then, to an absolute negation of the standpoint

of A as master, along with its uniqueness and so, too, its ‘being.’...

Seen from the other side, however, the same could be said respectively of B, C,
D... and every other thing that is. That is to say, from that perspective, they all
stand in a position of servant to A, supporting its position as master and functioning

as a constituent element of A, making it what it is. (Nishitani 1982, 148)

For Fazang, a pearl or dharma acts as chief by virtue of making, by itself, all others. Those
others act as attendants to that which makes them. But for any pearl or dharma that acts
as chief to others, there are alternative situations—different gateways—in which it also
acts as attendant to those others. Because the status of being chief and the status of being
attendant vary with situation, they are indeterminate. Because all things, whether pearls
or dharmas, have both statuses, they are interconnected. Because chiefs are superior to
their attendants, the relation between chief and attendant is hierarchical. So Fazang
accepts that Indra’s Net depicts hierarchical relations. This is precisely what the popular
interpretation denies. (For a more extensive examination of Fazang’s interpretation of

Indra’s net, see Jones 2022.)
5.4. Evaluating Interpretations

The objection to the doctrine of mutual identity, from a previous section of this paper,
is that mutual identity is inconsistent with interdependence. Fazang’s response to this
objection is to reject the objection’s presumption that priority is determinate. The response
to the same objection by the popular interpretation of the metaphor of Indra’s Net is to
accept the presumption that priority is determinate and reject Fazang’s doctrine of mutual
identity. This difference makes Fazang’s interpretation of Indra’s Net superior to the

popular interpretation.

The popular interpretation of the metaphor of Indra’s Net accepts the second

assumption of the objection to Fazang’s doctrine of mutual identity. (The second
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assumption is that nothing prior to another arises in dependence upon that other.) The
reason is that the popular interpretation denies that anything is prior to anything else. If
nothing is prior to another, then nothing prior to another arises in dependence upon that
other. Whether the popular interpretation of the metaphor of Indra’s Net accepts the first
assumption of the objection—that anything with which another is identical is prior to that
other—is ambiguous. The reason for the ambiguity is that the popular interpretation often

does not clarify what it means by identity.

If the popular interpretation means what Fazang means by identity, then the popular
interpretation of the metaphor of Indra’s Net accepts the first assumption of the objection.
This means that, if the popular interpretation means what Fazang means, then the popular
interpretation accepts that mutual identity is inconsistent with interdependence. Because
the popular interpretation accepts interdependence, it follows that if the popular
interpretation means what Fazang means by identity, then the popular interpretation must

reject Fazang’s doctrine of mutual identity.

If the popular interpretation does not mean what Fazang means by identity, then it
does not mean what Fazang means when he teaches that everything is mutually identical.
But it is not clear what else it might mean to teach that everything is mutually identical.
The meaning cannot be that everything is numerically identical. The reason is that Indra’s
Net depicts a realm that contains more than one thing. Francis Cook seems to presume
that identity means being empty (Skt. siinya; Ch. kong Z%). He claims, for examples, that
when “looked at purely from the standpoint of essence, dharmas are identical in their
emptiness” (Cook 1977, 72). David seems to endorse a similar presumption. He asserts,
for example, that “Indra’s net, in which everything functions as cause for everything else,
1s a more ‘positive’ and metaphysical way to restate Nagarjuna's denial that anything has
self-existence” (Loy 1993, 485, italics omitted). But mutual identity cannot mean being
empty. The reason is that everything being empty is consistent with every conditioned
thing arising in dependence upon only some others (Limited Dependent Arising) but
Indra’s Net depicts a realm in which every conditioned thing arises in dependence upon
all others (Unlimited Dependent Arising). (For a similar criticism, see Williams 1989,
132-133.)

There is no obvious alternative meaning of identity. If there is an alternative,
consistency with the popular interpretation of the metaphor of Indra’s Net must ensure

that when one is identical with another, neither is prior to the other. The reason is that, if
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a meaning does not ensure this, then the first assumption of the objection to mutual
identity will be true. If the first assumption is true, then the popular interpretation must
accept that mutual identity is inconsistent with interdependence. But if the popular
interpretation rejects the doctrine of mutual identity, it loses a theoretical justification for
supposing that each conditioned thing arises in dependence upon all others (Unlimited

Dependent Arising).
Abbreviations

AN Aviguttaranikaya 37 H 4% #1
Ch.  Chinese

Dhp Dhammapada ;£4J4%

MN  Majjhimanikaya " ERE5HH

P. Pali

Skt.  Sanskrit

SN Samyutta Nikaya FHFEZFEE B

T Chinese Buddhist Electronic Text Association. Taisho Shinshii Daizokyd K IF#HT
&K &% (Revised Tripitaka of the Taisho Period). https://www.cbeta.org/
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Putting a Human Face on Panjiao: Kaneko Daiei’s Critique
of Fazang’s Classification of the Buddha’s Teachings

Visiting Researcher, The Institute of Oriental Studies, Toyo University
ITO Makoto

Abstract

Tenet classification (jiaoxiang panshi, 2y fH H| ¥ or panjiao, #| %) was “a
fundamental exegetical practice in East Asian Buddhism, in which scriptures or Buddhist
teachings were ranked in order of their supposed relative profundity” and often used as
“apolemical tool to demonstrate the superiority” of the exegetes’ own traditions (Buswell
Jr. and Lopez Jr. 2014, 385r). In this respect, the tenet classification of the Five Teachings
(wujiao, F#7) by the Huayan School patriarch Fazang (J£j&, 643-712)! can also be seen
as an attempt to establish the supremacy of the Huayan siitra, thereby advocating the
superiority of the Huayan School (Huayan zong, #gz5%). Consequently, from ancient
times to the present, discussions on panjiao have focused on the doctrinal and polemical
nature of the classification in question.

In contrast, Kaneko Daiei (451 K %5, 1881-1976), a modern Japanese Shin
Buddhist priest and scholar of Huayan thought,? tried to see panjiao, including Fazang’s,
from a different perspective. Kaneko argued that tenet classifications must be based on
the advocate’s profound insight into (1) the human character (jinkaku, Ch. renge, A%%) of
the Buddha and (2) one’s own spiritual capacity and corresponding practices. This paper
focuses on Kaneko’s critique of Fazang’s tenet classification and illustrates how Kaneko
discerned the two mutually interfused aspects of the “Buddha of wisdom” (zhihui fo,
) and the “Buddha of compassion” (cibei fo, 2&7E(#) from Fazang’s theory, while
criticizing Fazang’s view as being insufficient from a spiritual perspective and slanted
towards politico-religious interests of his time. Through this, we may say that Kaneko
tried to put a human face on the often lofty, doctrine-oriented exegetical practice of tenet
classification.

Keywords: Huayan, tenet classification, panjiao, Fazang, Kaneko Daiei

! Kaneko uses the honorific name of Genju Daishi (Xianshou dashi, B KEf) throughout, but in this
paper, I use the more popularly known name of Fazang except in direct citations from Kaneko’s writings.

2 Kimura Kiyotaka (ARF}%2%) defines “Huayan doctrine” (FEE%Z2) as the systematic ideas established
by the people regarded as belonging to the Chinese, Korean, and Japanese Huayan schools and “Huayan
thought” (FEfF;E4E) as ideas in general based on and inspired by the Huayan siitra (Kimura 1992, 2).
Hence, for example, the ideas of Chengguan (5#H) belong to the former, while those of Li Tongxuan (2=
3#827) belong to the latter. This paper follows Kimura’s distinction of the two terms, adding “Huayan

teachings” ( (ZEEZZL) AYZNER) as the teachings found in the Huayan siitra.
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1. Kaneko Daiei and Huayan Thought

Kaneko Daiei, who lived through the tumultuous age of Meiji-Taisho-Showa Japan,®
was a Shin Buddhist Otani-ha sect (Shinshu Otani-ha, E52AKAJR)* priest who majored
in Huayan studies at the sect-affiliated Otani University, later assuming professorship for
nearly half a century at the university. He was known both for his passionate faith in the
Shin Buddhist Pure Land doctrine of the belief in the Other Power (zariki, ft./]) of the
Amitabha Buddha propagated by the Shin Buddhist patriarch Shinran and for his avid
pursuit of academic studies on and innovative insight into the Huayan siitra and East

Asian Huayan thought.

Kaneko was born the eldest son of a resident priest of Saikenji (& F), a Shin
Buddhist Otani-ha sect temple in Niigata prefecture on the north-western coast of Japan.
His father offered him opportunities to explore the Buddhist faith from academic
viewpoints; Kaneko moved to Kyoto in 1894 at the age of fourteen to study at the sect-
affiliated Shinshu Middle School and moved on to be enrolled in the Buddhist studies
department at the Shinshu University in 1901, newly moved and re-established in Tokyo
with Kiyozawa Manshi G527, 1863-1903) as the president.®

Kaneko’s studies at the university had a lasting influence on his faith and his
Buddhist studies. Kiyozawa, an innovative Otani-ha sect priest who had earlier led an

unsuccessful bureaucratic reform movement of the sect in Kyoto, was known as the

% Description and discussion on some of the major politico-social as well as religious problems and
conflicts Japanese Buddhists and their established groups faced after the fall of the Tokugawa Shogunate
and the beginning of a rapid modernization process in Japan can be found in Ketelaar 1990 (especially
chapters two, three, and five), and from a wider perspective in Josephson 2012.

4 Established in the Edo period in the early 17" century, the Shin Buddhist Otani-ha sect is one of the
largest Pure Land school sects in Japan today, along with the Shin Buddhist Hongwanji sect from which it
separated at the time of its founding. Based at the mother temple Otani Honbyo located in Kyoto (popularly
known as Higashi [East] Honganji in contrast to Nishi [ West] Hongwanji of the Hongwanji sect), the Otani-
ha sect adheres to the teachings of the Shin Buddhist patriarch Shinran (¥{%, 1173-1262, or 1263
depending on the method of conversion to the modern calendar), an innovative Buddhist priest of the early
Kamakura period. In this paper, transliteration of Japanese names and terms follow the Hepburn system of
romanization except where different forms are generally in use or given by the persons or organizations
concerned; hence Higashi Honganji for the popular name of the Otani-ha sect’s mother temple, but Nishi
Hongwanji for that of the Hongwanji sect, for example. Transliteration in Romanized Chinese is given to
Chinese terms and terms common to Chinese and Japanese.

5 Kiyozawa resigned from the presidency the next year due to administrative disputes within the university.
The university was eventually moved back to Kyoto in 1913 and renamed the Shinshu Otani University. It
continues on with its tradition today as the Otani University. Chronological information in this paper is
generally based on Hataya and Tatsudani 1993. A historical examination of the complex political and
administrative situations surrounding the Otani-ha sect around the time of Kiyozawa’s resignation and his
position within the sect can be found in Fujiwara 2022.
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propagator of the Spiritual Movement (seishinshugi, ##tH ¥ %) which focused on the inner
spiritual faith of each individual Buddhist adherent. Kiyozawa’s Spiritual Movement
marked a pivotal move in establishing what the historian Yoshida Kytichi called “modern
Buddhist faith™ (kindai bukkyo shinko, A EEEYE().S Kaneko, although not totally in
agreement with Kiyozawa’s ideas, regarded himself proudly as one of the successors of
the Spiritual Movement, himself emphasizing the inner human soul and individual
spiritual experience.’ Later, in 1915-16, he was invited to the post of chief editor of the
monthly magazine Spiritual Realm (Seishinkai, (f5{H#5%) ) which Kiyozawa and a group
of young Shin Buddhist priests had founded as a medium to propagate their Spiritual

Movement.

Another major influence from his studies at the Shinshu University was his lifelong
interest in Huayan studies. It is unclear why he chose Huayan studies over Pure Land
thought as his major at the university. His biographers imagine that Kaneko had a view
to studying Buddhism in general from a wider perspective rather than specializing in the
sect’s official Pure Land doctrines.® After graduating from the university, he went back
to his home temple in Niigata, but continued to publish journal articles not only on Shin
Buddhist faith and doctrines but also on Huayan thought.® This was sustained throughout
his life, most notably after moving to Tokyo in 1915 to take up the editorship of the
magazine Spiritual Realm and after assuming professorship at Shinshu Otani University
from 1916 to 1949.1% His reading of the Huayan siitra was based on his view that the

® Yoshida Kyiichi emphasized Kiyozawa’s focus on faith and the spiritual fulfillment of the modern
individual person contrasting it with the more scientifically and philosophically oriented views on
Buddhism advocated by earlier modern Buddhist thinkers such as Inoue Enryo (3 E[E| T, 1858-1919)
and Murakami Sensho (ff_FE#%, 1851-1929), both incidentally from the Otani-ha sect (Yoshida 1998,
90-91, 133-135). Although Yoshida praised Kiyozawa as having established “modern Buddhist faith”,
opening a new era in Japanese Buddhism, it should be noted that Yoshida characterized Kiyozawa’s
internalization of Buddhist faith as advocating “anti-modern” values, a reaction against the competitive
principles that characterized early Japanese capitalism in a rapidly modernizing and industrializing Japan
of the Meiji and Taisho periods (Yoshida 1993, 11).

7 See Kaneko 1986, 10, 86 and also Itd 2021B, ft.9, for Kaneko’s comments on being a successor of the
Spiritual Movement. For his critical views towards Kiyozawa, see Kaneko 1986, 83-87.

8 Hataya and Tatsudani 1993, 268.

° His graduation thesis on the structural characteristics of the Huayan siitra, which was published later as
a series of papers in the university bulletin Inexhaustible Lamp, (Mujinto, (W) ), reveals an early
influence from Fazang which is also apparent in his summary account of the teachings found in the
Huanyan Siitra published in the magazine Spiritual Realm ( (¥5{{i5%) ) in 1916 (“Kegongyo sichisho
hachie no koy6” ( HEEAS R /G DY ) (FEFNE) vols. 11(11), 12(3), 12(4), 1906-07; “Kegongyd
no shiso” ((FEFRLL) DERE) CHEHSL) 16(1), 1916). However, he would later voice strong criticism
towards Fazang’s sophisticated Huayan doctrine (see ft. 11). For a list of Kaneko’s writings on Huayan
thought, see It6 2021A, 51-52.

10 Kaneko was obliged to resign from his professorship in 1928 and to renounce his priesthood in 1929 due
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doctrines of Sinyata (kong, ZE) and samantabhadra-carya (puxianxing, 3%E17) form the
core of Huayan teachings. Although he revealed both positive and negative views towards
Fazang’s Huayan doctrines, as can be seen in his analyses of Fazang’s tenet classification,
he was critical towards Fazang’s tendency of focusing on theoretical and doctrinal

sophistication rather than on actual spiritual problems and practice.'!

2. Kaneko’s Theoretical Critique of Fazang’s Tenet Classification

Among Kaneko’s many writings on Huayan thought, this present paper focuses

on his article in the Shinshu University bulletin /nexhaustible Lamp of 1918 (Mujinto,
(HEEIE ) , vol. 23, No. 8), titled “The Method of Tenet Classification and Its
Significance” (“Kyaso hanjaku no hoha to oyobi sono igi”, (ZHEHRED 7E L N EES »).12
In this article, Kaneko takes as his object of examination the first fascicle (shangjuan, I~
%) of Fazang’s Treatise on the Five Teachings According to Huayan (Huayan wujiao
zhang, (ZEELZLE ) , hereafter, WJZ).13 This short but significant article reveals Kaneko’s

unique approach centered on the human experience and spiritual depth of the classifier.

to doctrinal disputes with the sect’s bureaucracy. His priesthood was revived in 1940 and Kaneko returned
to his teaching position in 1941. He was stripped of his professorship again in 1949 under the educational
purge policy by the GHQ of the Allied Occupation Forces due to his cooperation to war efforts during
World War II. He was reinstated as professor emeritus in 1951 and continued to lecture at the university
until 1974 (Hataya and Tatsudani 1993, 286-290; 301-303).

1 On Kaneko’s critical views towards Fazang’s Huayan doctrines, see Itd 2021, 319, {/#i#% 2020, 188-189.
2 This article (hereafter, “Method”) was later included in Kaneko’s collection of articles The Essence of
Buddhism (Bukkyo no honshitsu, {2 DARE) | hereafter, Essence) in 1921, which was republished in
volume 2 of The Collected Works of Kaneko Daiei (Kaneko Daiei Chosakushii, (& T RKEZ(FE) ,
hereafter, CW) published in 1977. I cite from the CW in this present paper.

13 Two popular versions of this text by Fazang are extant: the so-called Japanese Text (wa-hon, FIZK)
brought to Japan in the eighth century and the Song Text (so-hon, R7%) compiled during the Zhao Song
(B4°R) dynasty in China. Judging from the names of the sections Kaneko mentions and from his quotations
from the WJZ, he most likely used the Japanese Text. The major difference between the two texts is the
order of the second and third fascicles (zhong juan, F4& and xia juan, |%:). However, as those two
latter fascicles are not discussed in Kaneko’s article, the distinction between the Japanese Text and the Song
Text is not a major point of contention for this present paper. Therefore, for the ease of reference, this paper
cites from the Song Text in the Taisho Tripitaka, indicating the differences between the texts as needed (I
have referred to the text in Kamata 1979 for the Song Text to confirm the differences). For a detailed
discussion on the variant texts including those transmitted to Korea, see Yoshizu 1991, Section 2 of Chapter
3. Yoshizu, mainly based on his analysis of the order of fascicles two and three, argued the Japanese Text
to be the more authentic which preserves Fazang’s original aim, namely, of distinguishing the Five
Teachings. Yoshizu also points out that the correct title of the WJZ is Huayan yicheng jiaofen ji { EEgg—
FeZ4rEc) which accords with Fazang’s aim in writing this text and also with the title Huayan Wujiao
Zhang (ZEE;FZNE) asitlater came to be known. Yoshizu rejects the Song Text title of Huayan yicheng
Jjiaoyi fengi zhang (FERE—IENE T IEE)  as reflecting a later understanding of the purport of the text
focused more on the principle of the dharmadhatu (fajie, 7%5¢) rather than on the Five Teachings (Yoshizu
1991, 184-185).
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He first analyzes the methodological theories of tenet classification with a focus on
Fazang’s taxonomy elaborated in the WJZ. Kaneko then proceeds to examine Fazang’s
classification based on his premise that any classification of Buddhist teachings should
be based not on mere logical textual analyses but on the classifier’s understanding of the
Buddha, which Kaneko argues would inevitably reflect the classifier’s own experience
and level of practice.

2—1. Structure of Fascicle One of the WJZ and Tenet Classification

Before we examine Kaneko’s reading of the W.JZ and his critique of Fazang’s tenet
classification elaborated therein, let us briefly confirm the structure of the text and some
basic points of the first fascicle. The WJZ is comprised of the following ten sections with
sections one to eight in fascicle one, section nine in fascicle two, and section ten in

fascicle three:!*

1) Establishing the vehicles (17355 —)

2) Merits of the teachings and their purports (F @ =5 —

3) Description of past and current establishment of teachings (#1726
=)

4) Differentiating the teachings and clarifying the purports (735 5= 55 P0)

5) Separating and unifying the vehicles and teachings (G2 &35 1)

6) Order of the rise of teachings (Z{#ERTBEE7S)

7) Determining the significance in order [of the teachings] (A{ZRZ B T)

8) Illustrating the different aspects [of the teachings] (s S AHZE /)

9) Distinguishing the purport and principle (35372555 /1)

10) Distinction of afore revealed teachings (FTs2 722 AlZ51)

The main points of the eight sections in fascicle one are summarized by Yoshizu as
follows:™ Fazang first distinguishes the One Vehicle (ekayana, Ch. yi cheng, —3F), i.e.
Huayan teachings, from the Three Vehicles (triyana, Ch. san cheng, =3f) in the first two
sections. Then he lists up and describes the various historical tenet classifications devised
in China (section three) before elaborating on his own classification in section four,
categorizing the various vehicles under the Five Teachings (wujiao, 71%%): the teachings

of the Small Vehicle (xiaocheng jiao, /N3EZ(), Elementary Teachings of Mahayana

14 The titles and the order of the sections are according to the Japanese Text. The order of sections nine and
ten are switched in the Song Text.
15 Yoshizu 1991, 225-240.
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(dacheng shi jiao, KIE462Y), Final Teachings of Mahayana (dacheng zhong jiao, KIELLZY),
Sudden Teachings (dun jiao, 1E%Y), and Perfect Teaching (yuan jiao, [El#%), i.e. Huayan
teachings. Section five establishes the essential, superior position of the Perfect Teaching,
at the same time, acknowledging the significance of the Three Vehicles as teachings of
skillful means. In section six, Fazang points out that the Huayan teachings were revealed
in the second week after the Buddha’s enlightenment, emphasizing the fundamental
nature of the Huayan teachings as the Distinct Teaching of the One Vehicle (bigjiao
yicheng, HI[Z—3€). Then in section seven, he goes on to explain the significance of the
other teachings as aimed at followers with different capacities. Finally, in section eight,
differences between the One Vehicle and the Three Vehicles in the various aspects of
edification such as the venue, time, preacher and audience, etc. are examined,

summarizing the discussions elaborated in the previous sections.®

As we can see from above, the WJZ is structured upon Fazang’s tenet classification,
most notably summarizing some of the major preceding classifications in section three
and outlining the Five Teachings in section four. Generally, although he does utilize the
categorization of the Five Teachings, his distinction of the Distinct Teaching of the One
Vehicle from all other teachings plays an important part in most of his discussions,
penetrating the whole work. Much of Kaneko’s critique of Fazang’s tenet classification

is also focused on this point.

2-2. Kaneko’s theoretical critique on the methods of tenet classification

Let us look into Kaneko’s analyses of Fazang’s discussions on the various teachings
in the first fascicle of the WJZ, focusing on Kaneko’s views on the principles and methods

of tenet classification.

Kaneko defined the aim of tenet classification simply as “integration of the Buddha’s
teachings” (“Methods”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 75). In the article “Methods” he does not

elaborate further. However, a slightly more detailed discussion can be found in his Outline

18 As for fascicles two and three, Yoshizu explains that section nine (fascicle two) is focused on clarifying
the basic purport of the Perfect Teaching, namely, the theory of dependent co-arising of the dharmadhatu
(fajie yuanqi, 7E57%#E), whereas section ten (fascicle three) , following up on the previous section,
reveals the different theories of dependent co-arising among the different teachings. Yoshizu also points out
that Fazang limits the Distinct Teaching of the One Vehicle (bigjiao yicheng, H|Z—3€) to the teachings
of the Huayan siatra while designating the Lotus Sitra as the Common Teachings of the One Vehicle
(tongjiao yicheng, [F]Z—3€), a category lower in profundity than the former. See Yoshizu 1991, 235-240.
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of Buddhism (Bukkyé gairon, ({506 , hereafter, Outline),!” where Kaneko notes that

there are two approaches in classifying the Buddha’s teachings:

The first is the view that although Sakyamuni advocated the same one truth
consistently throughout, those who heard the teaching interpreted it according to
one’s own capacity (konki, Ch. genji, fR1#%). According to this view, as diverse
people [of differing capacities and understanding] transmitted the stitras that we
find today, they reveal a miscellany of contents, thus if one earnestly reads through
all the satras, they would certainly find the great spirit of Sakyamuni which
singularly penetrates [all the sttras].(Outline, CW, vol. 1, 32)

The other approach...is the view that Sakyamuni offered the dharma which
conformed with the interlocuter’s respective capacity.... Therefore, if we classify
the diverse doctrines and study the relationships to each other, we will be able to
find out the highest truth from among what Sakyamuni taught, at the same time,
we can find out the teaching that Sakyamuni regarded as his true aim. (OQutline,
CW,vol. 1, 33)

Basically, Fazang’s tenet classification takes the second approach. However, as we shall
see in section 3—1 of this present paper, Fazang also discussed the diversity of the dharma
from an approach similar to the first one in a part of the W.JZ, which prompted Kaneko to

try to make sense of it.

In his critique of Fazang’s tenet classification, Kaneko starts by clarifying what he
means by “integration” of the Buddha’s teachings. Kaneko distinguished between what
he called “logical integration” (ronriteki toitsu, mE¥REAY4E—) and “systematic integration”
(taikeiteki toitsu, s %145 —) of the diverse siitras and teachings of the Buddha, arguing
that they are both indispensable for tenet classification. This dual mode of integration
would make a tenet classification a robust one, as we shall see in the case of Fazang’s

classification of the Five Teachings.

" Qutline of Buddhism is based on Kaneko’s lectures of the same title at Shinshu Otani University where
he took up professorship from 1916. First published by Iwanami shoten (& EE) in 1919, reissued by
Zenjinsha (£ A¥1) in 1947, it was later included in CW, vol. 1 in 1980. T have referred to the CW for this
paper. Kaneko discusses tenet classification in Chapter 2, “A Research on the integration in tenet
classification” (“Kydso no toitsu kenkyd”, ( Z{AH D22 ) ) of Part 1, “Study on tenet classification”
(“Kyoso gaku”, (ZFHEZ) ) and critiques the tenet classifications of Zhiyi and Fazang.
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Kaneko claimed that the aim of “logical integration” is to pursue and clarify the
“universal idea” (fuhenteki kan’nen, % #&1J#E72) behind all the siitras and teachings (the
“horizontal” [yoko, f&] dimension). A possible basic method would be an empirical
approach (kinoteki hoho, §i %R J77%), whereby the classifier compares the various
teachings against each other. However, Kaneko argues that through this method one can
only discover merely “common ideas” (kyotsii kan’nen, HiEEH-S) such as “eliminating
pain and giving consolation” (bakku yoraku, Ch. baku yule $§ 75 E1%%) or “discarding
unwholesome deeds and practicing wholesome deeds” (haiaku shuzen, Ch. fei’e xiushan, &
5 & £ ), which fall short of a “universal idea” and which could be formally
comprehensive but shallow in content. In contrast, he claimed that an intuitive approach
(chokkanteki hoho, HERAY 57%) based on fundamental wisdom (konponchi, Ch. genben zhi,
FEAZEY) should be employed. He noted that while an empirical approach tends to integrate
the diverse teachings through a “minimum” commonality, an intuitive approach, by
contrast, integrates the teachings at the “highest” level (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol.
2,75).18

Kaneko goes on to argue that the logical integration gives the systematic integration
a theoretical basis as the latter is an elaboration on the development of the universal idea
clarified in the former. He notes that although the ultimate [universal] idea discerned as
the logical integrator may not be apparent in some teachings, those teachings should
nonetheless be seen as pinned down by the universal idea and thereby relating to each
other to form one great organization (ichidai soshiki, —}#4H%%) of integration. This he
calls the systematic integration (the “vertical” [tate, &f] dimension) which organizes the
diverse teachings in the order of the development of their thought, namely, as an unfolding
(kaiten, [AJE) of a singular universal idea. 19 Thus the two methods of integration are
actually fused into one (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol.2, 76). This makes Kaneko’s view
of tenet classification a three dimensional one, and not merely a horizontal comparison

between the diverse teachings.

18 Although Kaneko contends that the discernment of a universal idea should be grounded in fundamental
wisdom, it is unclear what guarantees that one’s intuitive grasp is correct and not merely subjective. Perhaps
we would need to judge the authenticity based on the profundity of the discerned universal idea, an
undertaking which could also be subjective.

19 Kaneko writes that a systematic integration should reveal the totality of the teachings as the unfolding
of the “singular one” (yui-itsu sha, fE—3), an ambiguous term which he does not define. From the context,
it seems to be synonymous with “universal idea” or “ultimate idea” (saiko kan’nen, ¥ =#R=2) which
Kaneko uses synonymously with the universal idea (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol.2, 78).
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We should take note that Kaneko’s use of the terms “vertical” and “unfolding” does
not necessarily mean organizing the teachings in temporal, historical order. The function
of systematic integration is more soteriological; in Kaneko’s view, its aim is to give each
different teaching a unique significance, albeit a relative one compared to the ultimate
idea, within the whole system of thought. He points to Fazang’s discussion of
“encapsulation through teachings” (yuejiao, #J#%i) in section five (“Separating and
unifying the vehicles and teachings”) of the W.JZ as exemplifying this interrelatedness in
one whole system, each teaching being inseparable from the integrating principle. Kaneko
turns our attention to how Fazang describes the Five Teachings as encompassing each
other in interfused penetration (xiangshe rongtong, FHf#F1#E) and that they can be seen as
one teaching on the one hand and also as five separate teachings on the other (“Method”,
in Essence, CW, vol.2, 77-78).2% Kaneko quotes Fazang’s closing passage of section five
of the WJZ to emphasize his point: “this means that the main and lesser passages of the
diverse teachings [of the Buddha] form a net [of teachings]. The skillful means of the
Great Sage cultivates the opportune ties; nowhere does it not thoroughly pervade”?!
(“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 79; WJZ, T45, No. 1866, 482b13-15).

Based on the above analysis, Kaneko described how Fazang’s tenet classification is
based on the two types of integration: the logical and the systematic. Kaneko saw
Fazang’s notion of the Distinct Teaching (bekkya, Ch. biejiao, FH%!) which propagates the
supremacy of the One Vehicle of the Huayan teachings, i.e. a universal idea behind all
teachings of the Buddha and strictly distinct from the Three Vehicles, as the linchpin of
logical integration. It is the ultimate reality beyond words (kabun fukasetsu, Ch. guofen
bukeshuo, F-5741]E7) which the Buddha awoke to within his Ocean Seal Samadhi (kai’in
sanmai, Ch. haiyin sanmei, JGE[1=HF); it supersedes the Three Vehicles, while at the same
time subsuming them.?? In contrast, Kaneko saw Fazang’s notion of the Shared Teaching
(dokyo, Ch. tongjiao, [E]%y) as exemplifying the systematic integration, giving relative

20 Although Kaneko does not quote from the W.JZ, the relevant passage is: #4203 » 2RI A ZHTERE
WHERRE - — B 5 — - HAORIERIME— KRBT E - oo TECET RS 11 - (T45, No. 1866, 482a13-15,
21).

2 )%QUE%%ZZHE@ (B &k (F0) ¥ - REZBIREWRS » A EF - (T45, No. 1866, 482b13—
15). The characters in parentheses do not appear in the Japanese Text (nor are they included in Kaneko’s
quotation), but exists in the Song Text (hence also in the Taishod Tripitaka version).

2 (B) —MEERES (8 BAEERE o (T45, No. 1866, p. 477a14-15). Characters in brackets only
appear in the Japanese Text (wa-hon, FIA). Rz R u]ER » BN AR FE & - (T45, No. 1866,
p. 477a16-17). The passage Fazang claims to be from the Shidi jing lun ( {34844 ) ) cannot be found
in Vasubandhu’s treatise. Although Kaneko does not explicitly cite from Fazang, the function of
subsumption is stated as follows in the WJZ: —#Z$&9% » —VI=3€F (£ ) BRBEW—I/E - (T45,
No. 1866, p. 478024-25). The character in brackets appears only in the Japanese Text.
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significance to the teachings of the Three Vehicles which are, as noted above, ultimately
subsumed under the One Vehicle (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 76—77). Kaneko’s
view basically accords with Fazang’s discussions in the first fascicle of W.JZ, most notably

sections two, five, and seven.

As we can see, Kaneko acknowledged the significance of Fazang’s method of tenet
classification. To this, I find two points worth noting here. Firstly, although Kaneko did
not apply the same analytical examination to other tenet classifications such as those
Fazang lists in section three “Description of past and current establishment of teachings”
(eu gujin lijiao disan, FH 517205 =) of the WJZ, it would be worth studying the
“universal idea” at the core of integration and how it is systematically employed
progressively in the various tenet classifications, in Zhiyi’s (£gH) for example. This
would help us grasp the characteristics of the tenet classifications from a three

dimensional perspective.

Secondly, we should be aware that Kaneko’s theory rests on the premise that a
fundamental teaching forms the foundational source which pervades, directly or
indirectly, all other diverse teachings. This is understandable as tenet classification is an
attempt at understanding the diverse and possibly contradicting ideas found in different
stitras as forming a cohesive, comprehensive whole (supposedly) taught by the Buddha.
Here, we should be mindful of the fact that the fundamental teaching the classifier
identifies from among the diverse teachings is not an abstract idea which appeared from
nowhere; it needs be justifiable as the fundamental teaching of the Buddha.?® In this
respect, the fundamental teaching discovered by the classifier should reflect their view of
the Buddha himself as Kaneko suggests. If not, its significance will be limited to
doctrinal, philosophical sophistication or in advancing sectarian, polemical interests
rather than a soteriological one. Moreover, it is important to acknowledge, as Kaneko

reminds us, that the classifiers’ views of the Buddha would be influenced by diverse

23 Ancient Chinese exegetes stood upon the premise that all the diverse and often disparate siitras and the
teachings were preached by the historical Buddha, Sakyamuni, a view which lost validity with the rise of
modern Buddhist studies (the sources of which can be found both in certain views proposed already in the
late-Edo period in Japan and more importantly in Western philological studies). Kaneko gives an interesting
view saying that “if we acknowledge that the Sakyamuni revealed in the tenet classifications of Zhiyi and

Xianshou (E{#) isno longer the actual [historical] Buddha but clearly a Buddha as principle (/ifo, ),

we need not take [a limited view of] all the [diverse] teachings in Buddhism as those preached by the
historical Buddha, and freely view them in the context of the whole history of Buddhism” (Outline, CW,
vol. 1. 37). It means taking the idea of the Buddha as a symbolic figure who can be regarded as the preacher
of the dharma of all the diverse teachings developed and transmitted over the ages and applying this even
in the analyses of historical tenet classifications (this Kaneko actually does, as we shall see later).
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conditions pertaining to the classifiers themselves, such as the doctrinal position, depth
of spiritual or intellectual understanding of the teachings, or the modes and levels of their
own practices. How the above factors might influence a tenet classification is what
Kaneko tackles following his theoretical analyses. An examination of Kaneko’s views on

tenet classifications will not be complete without considering these points.
3. Kaneko’s Critique of Tenet Classification from a Human Viewpoint
3—1. The Classifier’s View of the Buddha

Following his examination of the structure of tenet classification from a
methodological, theoretical viewpoint with a focus on Fazang’s classification, Kaneko
points out that as panjiao is a critical analysis of Buddhist doctrines, “it also becomes a
critical analysis of the propagator of the doctrines”, namely, the Buddha. In Kaneko’s
view, “how one interprets and distinguishes the doctrines will reveal, at the same time,
how one sees the human character (jinkaku, Ch. renge, A¥%) of the Buddha”. If one fails
to pay attention to this, a classification will “display, unwittingly, a bizarre feature that it
regards the human character of the Buddha as utterly worthless" (“Method”, in Essence,

CW, vol. 2, 80). Kaneko adds that such classifications can actually be found in history.?*

We can see that the point Kaneko makes is closely connected to his discussion on
the dual integration demanded of a tenet classification; he argues that “if a classification
does not try to integrate the Buddha’s teachings under a superior idea and merely
integrates them through the shallow idea of concepts found in common and taking the
diversity of teachings simply as varying prescription of ready-made solutions to different
illnesses (obyo yoyaku, Ch. yingbing yuyao, [EJpE1%E), the Buddha would be seen merely
as a great popular orator” (tsizokukéen no taika, #B{BEEHDAKZ) ((“Method”, in Essence,
CW, vol. 2, 80-81). Kaneko elaborates on his critical assessment of past classifications

in terms of their insight into the person of the Buddha:

If one pushes the view that the Buddha “preached the dharma in one voice and the
sentient beings attain enlightenment each according to one’s kind”,?® [it would

mean that] Sakyamuni exclusively engaged in soliloquy all his life, making him a

24 Kaneko also states in Qutline that the study on tenet classification is not only concerned with the
characteristics of the teachings; at the same time, it is about the human character of Sakyamuni as the
preacher [of those teachings]” (Outline, CW, vol. 1, 37).

2 Kaneko cites the passage f35LL— 804 R A BEEE 197 in classical Chinese from Fazang’s WJZ
(T45, No. 1866, 480b14-15), section three, which describes Bodhiruci’s (& $2 i %, 7-527) tenet
classification.



218 2023 HEFHREIRETHE G R

person lacking appreciation of the sentient beings’ [diverse] capacities. In turn, a
tenet classification which categorizes the sermons in temporal order would give us
the impression that Sakyamuni was a high-minded educator who taught [in an
order] according to his own plan under a grand scheme.?® In contrast, if a tenet
classification asserts that the teachings preached throughout the Buddha’s life were
not planned beforehand and that they were [progressively] discovered anew
according to his capacities and opportunities, it will make us think of Sakyamuni
as a religious seeker (gudosha, K3E%).2" (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 81)

What he finds significant, then, is a sincere contemplation on the human character of the
Buddha:

In this sense, a tenet classification that lacks the readiness to contemplate the
human character of Sakyamuni is effectively without much value. Genuine
integration of Buddhism can only be devised through the heart of sincere
contemplation of the Buddha (nembutsu, Ch. nianfo, 72 ). Therefore, a tenet
classification is no other than a product created by the mind which contemplates
the Buddha (nembutsu shin, Ch. nianfo xin, &#f5). (“Method”, in Essence, CW,
vol. 2, 81)%8

We may interpret Kaneko’s argument with a focus on the human character of the

Buddha as an attempt to put a human face on the traditional act of tenet classification.

% This may be a reference to what Fazang calls Xuanzang’s (2:4%, 602-664) “Teachings in Three Kinds”
(sanzhong jiao, =fd#Zy) in section three of the WJZ (T45, No. 1866, 481a143-23). Yoshizu Yoshihide
pointed out that Fazang generally gives an objective account of historical classifications but strongly
criticizes the one by Xuanzang (Yoshizu 215-217). Fazang argued that it gives no place to the Huayan
sutra (which Fazang believed to have been the earliest preaching) as Xuanzang defines the first kind
“Turning of the wheel of dharma” (zhuanfalun jiao, ##;x#i%Z), which is the earliest kind of teachings of
the three, as the teachings of Hinayana: [L=;E#ig » {HER ($) /N =FEFaas8 — 2 N ERIZ
— e o AMTLAEL o (LL) FEREAAERIRTER - IR/ NREL - HeRp A BRI > RS TR - 2HN R
FER A - (T45, No 1866, 481a20-23). The character in angle brackets is found in the Japanese Text
in place of the preceding character in the Song Text; the one in parentheses is lacking in the Japanese Text.
As we can see, Kaneko’s criticism is aimed at a different point.

27 Kaneko’s intention here is somewhat vague as “a religious seeker” could have both positive and negative
meanings. However, from the context it seems adequate to be taken as a negative term meaning, a religious
seeker in training rather than a fully enlightened one.

28 The term nembutsu here is used synonymously with “contemplation” (okunen, Ch. yinian, 5&;%;) and
not in the more Shin Buddhist sense of reciting the name of the Amitabha Buddha.
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3-2. Kaneko’s assessment of Fazang’s tenet classification

Kaneko proceeds to make his assessment of Fazang’s tenet classification which he
saw as advocating the Distinct Teaching as the fundamental idea behind the logical
integration of the Buddha’s teachings and the Shared Teaching as the core of systematic
integration. Kaneko asks: “what kind of a human character does Xianshou’s (B &) tenet
classification portray the Buddha to be?” (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 81).

In Kaneko’s view, Fazang saw the Buddha’s human character as two-faceted. He
defined the Buddha that propagated the Distinct Teaching of the One Vehicle as “the
Buddha of wisdom” (chie butsu, Ch. zhihui fo, %7£%{#;) who pursued the ultimate truth of
the dharma. In contrast, he depicted the Buddha who offered the teachings of the Three
Vehicles as one who focused on dispersing the sentient beings’ delusions depending on
their different capacities, calling this aspect “the Buddha of compassion” (jiki butsu, Ch.
cibei fo, #£35{). He described the former human character as one following solely his
spiritual intent of others (zuita’i butsu, Fgftl = {#), the Buddha who would not fear to
compromise the ultimate teaching for the sake of saving the souls of sentient beings
(“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 81).

Kaneko’s above analysis gave rise to an issue that needed to be solved: to explain
how two opposing characters could co-exist in one single person, the Buddha, without
Kaneko had to find “something that integrates them on a fundamental level” (“Method”,
in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 82). To this question, Kaneko believed the idea of the Shared
Teaching (of the One Vehicle) (dokyo [ichijo], Ch. tongjiao [yicheng], [EZ[—3€E]) to be the
key that “reveals the secret”: it connects the One Vehicle with the Three Vehicles, showing
that the latter flows out from the former as its skillful means, thereby revealing the
principle of systematic integration.

This means that although following [the intent of] oneself (zuiji, fE H ) and
following [that of] others (zuita, [iEfi)) may seem to contradict with each other, the
latter is executed by having the former as a foothold, and the former [in turn] is
further bolstered by the latter....Sakyamuni’s human character constantly
fluctuates (ryido, jfid)) between following [the intent of] oneself and following
[that of] others; between wisdom and compassion; between according with the
dharma and accommodating the [different] capacities [of sentient beings].
(“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 82)
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How can this “fluctuation” not be a contradictory instability of human character?
Kaneko suggested that when the Buddha’s human character “reaches an extraordinary
state of consummation”, we find there the spiritual realm of wisdom which encompasses
compassion, the following of one’s own intent embracing the following of the intent of
others. Contrarywise, when the human character of the Buddha “descends to the bottom
of leniency”, there we find a spiritual realm of compassion where wisdom may even
appear to be non-existent although it is latently there. The two may look polarized but
they are actually mutually inclusive and the interaction between the two enhances the two

facets of the Buddha’s human character.

Kaneko saw that the Distinct Teaching of the One Vehicle expresses the “Buddha’s
fundamental soul” (kongenteki naru tamashii, tE0H7 % 3), while the Shared Teaching
of the One Vehicle and the Three Teachings show “the fundamental soul of the Buddha
actually at work in the realities of life” (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 82).%° He
comments that it is for this reason that the Huayan sutra, which propagates the ultimate
revelation of the Buddha following solely his own spiritual intent, also elaborates in great

detail on the bodhisattva path to save all sentient beings.

Kaneko’s emphasis on the function of the Shared Teaching is significant. However,
modern scholarship has revealed that Fazang precisely relegated the Shared Teaching to
second place in an effort to establish the superiority of the Distinct Teaching of the One
Vehicle: Fazang “designates the Huayan sitra as being solely the Distinct Teaching of
the two teachings of the distinct and the shared...splitting the two teachings [in two],
declaring the Distinct Teaching to be superior and the Shared Teaching to be a lower one
on the same level as the Three Vehicles.” (Yoshizu 1991, 332). The weight of such a

distinction by Fazang will be assessed at the end of our examination in this paper.

There remains one more point to be addressed. In section seven “Determining the
significance in order [of the teachings]” of the W.JZ, Fazang discussed how the perception
of the diversity of the Buddha’s teachings arises depending on how the followers
understand the teachings according to their different capacities. Thus, for example, a
follower with a limited capacity to understand only the Hinayana teachings and refuses

to believe in the Mahayana would take all the different teachings to be expounding

2 The text says “dokyo-sanjo” ([5)21 =€) which looks like a compound meaning “the Shared Teaching

of the Three Vehicles”. However, from the context, they should be taken as two words: “the Shared
Teaching [of the One Vehicle] and the Three Vehicles”.
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Hinayana doctrines.®® This difference or shift in perspective that Kaneko identified
generally does not pose a grave problem. It is seen as explaining how the different
capacities of the followers make them interpret the diverse teachings in different ways,
and not how the diversity actually arose out of the different capacities of the
followers.>*However, Kaneko suggests that here, Fazang “totally shifts from what he had
explained earlier”, that is, from Fazang’s prior approach of explaining the diversity
“exclusively as the differences in the teachings themselves”. Kaneko asserts that, instead,
Fazang declares that the Buddha’s teaching is ultimately unfathomable (fukashigi, Ch.
bukesiyi, -~ 1] %) and tries to “explain everything based on the differences in the

95 32

capacity [of the sentient beings] seeing the diversity of the teachings from the

perspective of the sentient beings (“Methods”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, §83).

Kaneko established his theory of dual interconnected integration of the logical and
the systematic approaches which focuses on the universal idea of the Buddha; the theory
that the fundamental idea of the Buddha flows out from the highest Distinct Teaching of
the One Vehicle to develop into the diverse teachings, penetrating and encompassing
them. Therefore, Kaneko needed to make sense of what he saw as Fazang’s shift in

perspective which seemed to contradict with Kaneko’s theory.

Kaneko tried to solve this by saying that “there is no need to necessarily see it as a

contradiction”.

Even if they saw differences in the teachings owing to their varied capacities, it
does not mean that there is no diversity in the teachings themselves. There is no
harm in seeing that Sakyamuni taught [the diverse teachings] in response to the
diverse capacities [of the sentient beings]. (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 81).

How is this significant in Kaneko’s discussion of the Buddha’s character? He argues
that this would “give us a more significant view of the Buddha compared to tenet
classifications that depict him as a man of sheer determined soliloquy, a mere preacher,

O —EE R PRI H NRIR MRS E E - B (R RATSKIEWISE Ty IR IR ME R N - R R
AT A o 40 (28 ) /INEEEH R (EATEEE - (T45. No. 1866, 483a21-24). The character in angle
brackets is found in the Japanese Text in place of the preceding character in the Song Text; the one in
brackets is lacking in the Song Text.

31 See Yoshizu 1991, 232-233, Takemura 2009, 101. Explaining the diversity of the teachings from the
diversity of the recipients is one mode of tenet classification that Kaneko stated in Outline, as we have seen
earlier.

32 From the context, we can take “everything” to mean the diversity of the teachings.
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or one who simply followed through with his predetermined plan of preaching as in the
case of Tientai [classification]” (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 83-84). However, this
is problematic as it would amount to making the Buddha look merely like a “great popular
orator” who prescribed expedient solutions to different illnesses, a view Kaneko criticized
as simplistic, as we have seen in the previous section.®®

A way around this problem might be to reconfirm Kaneko’s view that all the
teachings are founded upon the Buddha’s original enlightenment and that they all flowed
out from that foundational source. Kaneko notes himself in Outline that “even though
they cater to the capacities [of the sentient beings], they are not merely [teachings of]
Sakyamuni’s skillful means; it is actually that the truth of the Perfect Teaching of the One
Vehicle (ichijo engyo, Ch. yicheng yuanjiao, —3JE[E|Z) itself appears in answer to the
various capacities [of the sentient beings]” (Outline, CW, vol. 1, 37). As Takemura Makio
notes in his analysis of section seven of the WJZ, Fazang’s discussion can be seen to
reveal that “all the teachings arise from the realm, as awoken to by the Buddha in his
enlightenment, for the sake of us common persons; [therefore,] those teachings are all in
some way the Buddha’s life itself” (Takemura 2009, 104). Takemura’s observation that
the diverse teachings are “all in some way the Buddha’s life itself” accords with Kaneko’s

assertion that a tenet classification must be based on the mind which contemplates the
Buddha.

Kaneko concludes his discussion on the classifiers’ views towards the human
character of the Buddha on a critical note towards historical tenet classifications:

Thus, tenet classification touches upon the issue of the Buddha’s human character.
However, it is highly doubtful whether tenet classifiers from ancient times were
aware of this. We may acknowledge that they were aware of it, in view of the fact
that classifications are often discussed alongside the nature of the preacher of the
teachings (kyashu, Ch. jiaozhu, 277 ). However, to what extent do those discussions
on the preacher touch upon the human character of Sakyamuni? If we may be very
frank, we should say that their speculation were grossly feeble. Since, if they had
regarded the question of what to make of the human character of Sakyamuni as a
more profound question than the act of integrating the teachings, it would seem
that they could have come up with alternative types of tenet classifications
[different from those they propagated]. (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 84)

33 The “orator” is from “Method”, CW, vol. 2, 80-81 as previously shown.
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Kaneko adds that the above criticism applies to Fazang, too. He gave a similar
assessment of Fazang’s tenet classification together with that of Zhiyi in his Outline.
Kaneko remarked that “tenet classification is not only about categorization of the
teachings: it is also concerned with the human character of Sakyamuni as the preacher of
the teachings” and asked if the tenet classifications by Zhiyi and Fazang “do not discredit
the human character of Sakyamuni.” His verdict was that “the theory of the Five Periods
[by Zhiyi] is too technically crafted (giko ni sugi, #&5(23##X") and the theory of the Five
Teachings [by Fazang] is too slanted towards logic (ronri ni hensi, mPIZ{F L ) that we
cannot help feeling that they both make us lose sight of the actual person of Sakyamuni”
(Outline, CW, vol. 1, 37). However, he praises Fazang for consequently “revealing the
human character of the Buddha as one of perfect fulfillment (enman, Ch. yuan man, [El)i)
of wisdom and compassion” in his effort to integrate the diverse teachings on an ultimate
level (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 84). We can see that although Kaneko regarded
Fazang’s theoretical sophistication highly, he found it lacking in the more human aspects

that Kaneko expected tenet classifiers to delve into.
3-3. The classifier’s view of the self

Kaneko contends that there is a further significance in tenet classification: that it
is ultimately a critique of oneself. For example, one who indulges in doctrinal discussion
would come up with a classification based on the view that the Buddha exclusively led a
life of doctrinal contemplation. In the same way, Kaneko argues that Fazang’s tenet
classification of the Five Teachings reveals a system of classification that was apparent
to those people who had the same level of capacity in common, Fazang being an
exemplary figure of such people. Thus, in Kaneko’s view, Fazang’s classification of the
Five Teachings “expresses Xianshou’s own philosophical life (shiso seikatsu, EFEATE)”.
Kaneko believed Fazang was aware of this, too, as Kaneko saw Fazang’s discussion in
section seven of the W.JZ as expounding how the different capacities of the classifiers
give rise to different systems of tenet classification, as we have seen earlier (“Methods”,
in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 84-85).

It is interesting to take note here, how Kaneko connects tenet classification to
religious practice by saying that “tenet classifications candidly reveal the modes of
contemplation (i.e. observations on the meaning [of the teachings]) practiced by the
classifiers” (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 85).% Just as Kaneko took the

34 Here, “contemplation of the mind” is “kanjin” (Ch. guanxin, #,0») and “observations on the meaning
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contemplation on the human character of the Buddha to be a decisive factor in the
enterprise of tenet classification, likewise, he asserts the importance of meditating on
one’s own spiritual state. To Kaneko, tenet classification was not simply about
intellectual, objective analyses or comparative studies of the different teachings. Kaneko
boldly says that if one felt even a twinge of fear in regarding one’s own human character
as equal to the Buddha, they would refrain from judging and classifying the teachings in
place of the Buddha himself and take refuge in a given teaching instead, “just as masters
such as Daochuo (&%, 562-645) or Shandao (&, 613-681) did” (“Method”, in
Essence, CW, vol. 2, 85).

In this respect, although Kaneko noticed a certain level of reflection of inner spiritual
life in Fazang’s tenet classification, he criticized it as revealing Fazang’s “exterior life”
(gaiteki seikatsu, #p 1Y ZE &) more strongly than the inner life; he saw Fazang’s
classification as colored by his politico-religious interests. Kaneko acknowledged that
“we cannot not reside exclusively in the realm of dharmadhatu; contrarily, we spend more
time in the realm of sentient beings, moreover in the religious society (kyokai, X5)”
(“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 85). Therefore, Kaneko imagined that a celebrated
person of Fazang’s standing, “one who was socially acclaimed in the religious society of
the time,” would have been more concerned with trying to unify the politico-religious
community (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 85-86).

To be fair, Kaneko commended Fazang’s spirit of praising the predecessors such as
Huiguan (£:5%, Guantong Lushi, Y-47{2E, 468-537) and Zhiyi.35 Although Kaneko was
critical towards Fazang’s approach to tenet classification, he did praise Fazang for not
only criticizing the past formulations but also having tried to encompass the diverse views
into his own classification. This was not, in Kaneko’s view, necessarily a polemical
attempt to subject others’ views under his own theory. Kaneko found there a sense of
being what he called fellow companions (dobo, [E]ff) : “Truly, people within the religious
society are fellow companions so long as they called themselves Buddhists” (“Method”,
in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 85).

[of the teachings]” given in parentheses in the original text is “kangi” (Ch. guanyi, #i%%). From this, we
may discern that kanjin is used to mean the act of contemplation, or meditation, rather than introspective
observation of one’s mind as it would usually mean. Meanwhile, kangi is added to explain the actual object
of inner observation, namely, the meaning of the teachings of the Buddha.

% “Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 86. At the end of section three “Description of past and current
establishment of [categories of] teachings” of the WJZ, Fazang commended basically all the ten exegetes,
except perhaps Xuanzang, whose tenet classifications he examined. However, the most lavish praises are
extended to Huisi (Z28, 515-577), Zhiyi, and Fayun (G£5E, 467-529). [ _E+ZFIIZEEENIEERE
B Eatm o oo BB H X HFHE - (T45, No. 1688, 481a23-481b04).
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However, an attempt at comprehensiveness and sophistication in the theory or
structure of a tenet classification does not mean it will have a motivational force without
which Fazang’s ideal of fellow companionship would become a hollow ideal.
Furthermore, we can see that to Kaneko, who was not only a scholar of Huayan thought
but a passionately earnest follower of the Shin Buddhist faith in the Pure Land tradition,
integrating the whole array of teachings needed to ultimately lead to the act of having
faith in a teaching that would lead one to salvation or enlightenment.*® This view can be
inferred from his closing comments in his article, the “Methods”, where he concluded by
giving a negative assessment of the all-encompassing, comprehensive nature of Fazang’s
grand theory of tenet classification and a critical remark towards the Buddhist society of

his time:

However, An excessively versatile thing lacks inner power; an excessively grand
structure cannot evade eventual rift. It is hardly surprising that Xianshou’s thought
did not flourish after him and that the enterprise called tenet classification also
failed to produce any significant cases thereafter. Master Shandao’s view of seeing
the religious society as a gang of bandits and dreadful beasts stand in stark contrast
to Fazang’s view of the religious society as a [community of] fellow companions
(dobo, [E]fH). Here, our examination [of tenet classification] may offer us a
suggestion in regard to our views on the religious society of the modern times.
(“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 86)

Conclusion

What significance might be found today in studying the ancient tenet classifications
by Fazang and others, apart from making purely historical or philological findings?
According to Kimura Kiyotaka, Fazang’s tenet classification aimed to show the Huayan
doctrine to be the highest, ultimate Buddhist thought. Kimura notes that Fazang’s
classification of the Five Teachings and the Ten Schools (gokyd jisshii, Ch. wujiao shizong,
A2y - +5%) was established under strong influence of Faxiang doctrine ((EfH#(E) and
that Fazang’s major interest was to establish the superiority of Huayan doctrine over that
of the Faxiang school (Kimura 1992, 128—129). Yoshizu Yoshihide also assesses Fazang’s

endeavor similarly, remarking that Fazang “took pains to give the Huayan siitra the

% This is apparent from his comment mentioning Daochuo and Shandao that we have already seen
(“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 85).
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highest rank; the result of his exertion being his advocation of the Five Teachings”
(Yoshizu 1991, 217). Since tenet classification is an attempt at “determining the Buddha’s
teachings as high or low, superior or inferior, and trying to comprehend them
systematically in their totality” (Kimura 1992, 55), the former aim of determining the
superiority of a certain doctrine will inevitably tend to give the act of tenet classification
a polemical nature based on sectarian interests. It will also mean that the criteria of
allocating ranks in terms of profundity of the teachings will tend to be doctrinal rather
than practical. Kaneko, too, found Fazang’s tenet classification doctrinal and sectarian,
remarking how it was colored by Fazang’s “exterior” life, strongly concerned with the
contemporary “religious society”. These tendencies seem to limit the scope of
significance in studying ancient tenet classifications today to that of historical interest. In
view of this, Kaneko’s focus on the “human character” of the Buddha and the classifiers
themselves in tenet classifications is unique. To conclude our examination, let us focus

our attention to this point.

As we have seen in the previous sections, Kaneko’s evaluation of Fazang’s approach
to tenet classification is dual: he praised the comprehensive nature of his systematic
integration of the diverse teachings, mentioning Fazang’s idea of fellow companionship
(doba, [E]fH), but criticized the excessive focus on theoretical sophistication. Regarding
the former, Kaneko made an important point when he asked “However, if people each
have different opinions, how can people not lose the sense of fellow companionship?” To
this, he answered that “what opens a way in this regard is tenet classification” (“Method”,
in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 85-86). Then, how can tenet classification, tending to be sectarian
and polemical, lead us to think of Buddhists with different views as fellow companions?

Kaneko states:

This is because tenet classification is ultimately about appreciating others’ theories
and integrating them as components into one’s own system of thought. Therefore,
if we can mutually encompass the views [of others and oneself] in one’s system of
thought, we will not lose the sense of fellow companionship even while having
different views. When we contemplate Fazang’s text in the sections [in the WJZ]
on describing past and current establishment of teachings and determining the
significance in order [of the teachings], we can clearly see his aspect of generosity
(kan’yo, E7X) towards the people in the Buddhist religious society. Moreover, this
generosity did not stem from his ignorance; it is because he had in his mind a grand
[vision of] organization that he was able not only to sharply criticize others in the
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religious society but also to encompass them.... If Fazang’s theory of integration
and its sophistication, together with its versatility [to encompass the diverse
teachings], had in it the real power to motivate the religious society, the religious
society [of his time] would have been transformed into an ideal state. (“Method”,
in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 86)

This is why Kaneko regarded the comprehensiveness of Fazang’s tenet classification

positively.

Then what was it that made Fazang’s classification powerless to motivate fellow
Buddhists of the religious community of his time in the direction Fazang believed to be
ideal? In Kaneko’s view, it was the excessive theoretical sophistication focused on
unifying the politico-religious society. What deprived Fazang’s tenet classification of any
practical thrust to move people, making his comprehensive approach and his idea of
fellow companionship a hollow ideal, is precisely what Kaneko saw as a prerequisite of
all tenet classifications: focus on the human character of the Buddha and the classifiers

themselves.

Kaneko clarified that Fazang saw the Buddha as having two “faces”: that of the
Buddha of wisdom (zhihui fo, %7Z£{3) and that of the Buddha of compassion (cibei fo, &
7E{3h). He contended that “to truly save others, one should start with compassion towards
others, but its perfection means guiding them into the true wisdom one has actually
experientially discovered (jissho, B &E)”. It is this mutual interplay of wisdom and
compassion and a comprehension of others and oneself that would open the way to

“broadly empathizing with others to lead the way of oneness of the self and others (jita
ittai, H—38)" (“Method”, in Essence, CW, vol. 2, 82).

Leaving the historical evaluation of Fazang’s tenet classification aside, it will be
worthwhile to turn our attention to Kaneko’s two important propositions on tenet
classification with regard to the significance they may hold for us today. One is his
contention that how our views on the “human character” of the Buddha and ourselves are
important elements in understanding the diverse Buddhist teachings. By exploring the
human character of the Buddha depicted in the various siitras and by making an
assessment of one’s own spiritual situation alongside this, we may acquire a clearer view
to what we should aspire to be if one is to follow the Buddhist path. The human character
of the Buddha that we may find in our reading of the stitras may become a “role-model”

which we may aspire to emulate the best we can in our own ways. The other significant
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proposition in Kaneko’s critique of tenet classification is his emphasis on the Shared
Teaching of the One Vehicle, although, as we have seen in section 3-3, modern
scholarship has revealed that Fazang himself gave it a much lower rank compared to the
Distinct Teaching. Seeing the diverse teachings of the Buddha from this viewpoint will
enable us to maintain a comprehensive view and the sense of what Fazang called the
fellow companionship, freeing us from an excessively polemical and mutually exclusive
approach towards both the Buddha’s teachings which could include ideas we may not
necessarily subscribe to and fellow Buddhists who may hold different views. A review of
Kaneko’s ideas which puts a human face on the panjiao will offer us an opportunity to
reflect on our own views of the Buddha and our positioning towards the rich array of

Buddhist teachings that have been passed down to us over the ages.
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